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Sermons for the Month of January. 


NEW YEAR'S DAY. 
THE CIRCUMCISION OF OUR LORD. 
SHORT HOMILY FOR LOW MASS. 
BY THE REV. F. HEFFNER, 0. P. 


“And after eight days were accomplished, that the child should be circum- 
cised, his name was called Jesus.”—Luke ii. 2r. 


To-pay is a day of the greatest importance. To-day we close 
the octave of the festival of the birth of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ; to-day we are reminded of the painful circumcision 
of Jesus Christ, by which He shed His blood for us for the first 
time; to-day we honor the Most Holy Name of Jesus, which the 
Child received at His circumcision, and we begin, also, to-day a 
New Year. To-day we call out to one another: “A happy 


~ New Year!’’ and many persons accompany this wish with a pres- 


ent or little gift. I, too, my dear Christians, wish you all, from 
my heart, a happy New Year, and I will also make you a present 
jor the New Year. Listen, and I will tell you what it is! 
I—As far as my New Year’s wish is concerned, I wish you 
first of all a iwew year; that is to say, I wish that, as to-day we 
begin a New Year according to time, that each and every one of 
you will, from to-day, begin a new year for your moral life; 
that he may lay aside the old, sinful man and put on a new man, 
who is made in justice and holiness; I wish that each and 
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180 THE HOMILETIC MONTHLY. 
every one of you will, from this day, uproot his old, sinful habits — 
more and more, and strive to waik in the footsteps of Jesus 
Christ. This was St. Paul’s (the Apostle’s) wish to the 
Ephesians, when he wrote to them: “Be renewed in the spirit 
of your mind, and put on the new man, who, according to God, 
is created in justice and holiness of truth.” (Eph. iv. 23). I 
wish you, further, a peaceful year. By that I mean the peace 
which the angels announced to the shepherds on the plains of 
Bethlehem, and to all mankind on the night when Jesus was born, 
saying: “Glory to God in the highest; and on earth peace to 
men of good will.” I mean the peace which Christ made between 
God and man, by His Passion and death, of which we partake 
when we feceive the Sacraments of Baptism and Penance, and 
which we preserve within us by avoiding grievous sin. If to-day 
your conscience reproaches you with a grievous sin, then you 
have not this peace, for there is no peace for the wicked. What 
greater happiness can I wish you than the peace which testifies 
to a good conscience! My wish, however, cannot bring you 
this peace; you must make the effort to obtain it for yourselves. 
Very well, then, seek for peace by receiving the Sacraments worth- 
ily, and preserve it by a good and God-fearing life! If, on the 
evening of every day, your conscience bears witness that vou 
have served God, and have not committed any grievous sins, then 
you will have peace and happiness, a peace which the world 
cannot give, and cannot take away; a happiness which surpasses 
all other joys, which the chiidren»>f this world seek for in vain 
in the possession of money and goods, honors and reputation, and 
in the enjoyment of sensual pleasures. 

II.—But I will not let to-day pass with a simple wish only; 
T will give you a present—indeed, it is an exceedingly costly 
present I give you; namely, Him who was presented to the world 
by His Heavenly Father, that He might begin a new time of 
bliss. I give you Jesus Christ, the Son of God and the Precious 
Blood which He has shed for the first time at His circumcision 
to-day, for your sins and mine, and those of the whole world. 
We can and ought to learn of Him to-day to circumcise our- 
selves in a spiritual way; for He says: “I have given you an 
example, so that you may do what I have done. . . . He 
who will come after me, let him deny himself and take ‘up his 
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cross daily and follow me. . . . And if thy right eye scan- 
dalize thee, pluck it out, and cast it from thee; and if thy right 
hand scandalize thee, cut it off and cast it from thee; for it is 
expedient for thee that one of thy members should perish than 
thy whole body be cast into hell” (Matt. v. 29-30). To circum- 
cise one’s self spiritually means, also,to deny and to mortify one’s self, 
and to prevent a sense, or a member of our body, sinning against 
God and His commandments, Very well, then, dear Christian, 
if you are in the habit of cursing and swearing, of wishing evil 
or backbiting, put aside this habit in the New Year, swear and 
curse no longer, nor tell lies, nor slander, nor calumniate. Who- 
ever has been given to drunkeness, let him now keep sober. Whoever 
has found his happiness in the enjoyment of sensual pleasures 
will, from now on, make an agreement with his eyes that they 
will not look again at improper objects; he will close his ears, 
that they may not listen to an ungodly tongue, he will close 
his mouth, that he may not utter any more scandal words. The 
miser, who, until now, kept a closed hand, and never gave any- 
thing to the needy, will now be merciful, and give alms gener- 
ously. He whose heart has been the abode of impure thoughts 
and desires will purify it and make it a dwelling-place for God. 
In this way we shall circumcise our eyes and ears, mouth and lips, 
heart and hands, and bring an agreeable sacrifice to our Lord 
and Saviour. To encourage us to do this, the Apostle calls to 
us: “For you are bought with a great price. Glorify and bear 
God in your body!” (I. Cor. vi. 20). 

Yes, dear Christians, we were bought with a great price, with 
the Precious Blood of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, and we should 
be the most ungrateful of men, and deserving of the greatest 
punishment, if we used our body with its members continually 
in the service of sin and of the Devil. “Glorify and bear God in 
your body” in such a way that in all your thoughts and senses, 
in your actions, you will strive to imitate the Saviour. And if, 
until now, you have failed to do this, do not put off your re- 
pentance and improvement any longer. God has allowed us 
another year in which to do penance and work for our salvation. 
We know not whether this will be the last year of our lives. Let 
us live as if it were our last; let us do penance for our sins; let 
us strive after virtue; let us practice good works, and so live as 
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we shall wish to have lived at the hour of our death! In this 
manner, this year will be for each one of us a year of peace and 
salvation, which I wish you and myself! Amen. 


SERMON. 
THE TRANSITORY AND THE ETERNAL. 


“But Thou art always the self-same, and Thy years shall not fail.’—Ps. ci. 28. 


THERE-are days and hours when man’s views become broader 
and deeper, when he looks out over the narrow confines of this tem- 
poral life into eternity; there are days and hours when man is in- 
voluntarily urged, more than usually, to weigh himself and those he- 
longing to him in the scales of eternity. New Year’s day is a day 
of this kind. The New Year reminds us so vividly of the change 
and the instability of all earthly things, and of our own frailty; 
the New Year tells us that we have taken another long stride toward 
eternity; the New Year recalls to our mind these two words, so 
full of meaning, “Transitory,” “Eternal.” We will consider these 
two words to-day by answering the following two questions: 


I. What is transitory? 
IJ. What is not transitory? 


I.—Nothing on this earth is permanent and lasting. There is per- 
petual coming and going, a continual appearing and disappearing. 
The life of an individual, as well as that of all mankind, is like 
the sea, where the waves rise up, to disappear in a short while, 
altogether; where it is one moment still, and the next stormy; 
it flows hither and thither, in ceaseless motion. Where are all the 
myriads of human beings since the time of Adam? They passed 
away, like shadows on the wall, their bodies to the earth, their souls 
into eternity. Where are all the great and the glorious deeds which 
they once performed with their power and art? They have disap- 
peared, fallen into decay, and if anything still remains, it is but 
ruins. Where are the mighty and rich, who made such a display 
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of their power? Their names are still to be found in the pages 
of history, but they themselves have passed away. 

And how uncertain is everything which man possesses? If you 
are wealthy, happy and well, do not rely upon this too much! For 
behold! riches, happiness, and health, are like a ball; it requires 
only the least touch to set the ball rolling, and then your wealth, 
your happiness and your health are gone. Some people prosper, 
and others, again, fail; we have a proof of this in the history of 
every family. If you are honored and respected, do not on that 
account be proud! It can easily happen to you as it did to the 
Saviour, to whom one day they cried “Hosanna!” and another day 
“Crucify Him!’ Honor, respect and man’s favor are like a 
mirror of crystal—the least breath, and the mirror is dimmed. 
And so it is with everything that man possesses; riches, happi- 
ness, health, honor, reputation—everything is perishable and sub- 
ject to continual change, and it is the same with everything that 
man enjoys. After joy comes sorrow; the chimes of rejoicing are 
intermingled with the sounds of the death knell. How often can 
joy be compared to a rose; the leaves fall, and only the thorns 
remain; happiness departs, and what remains is very often sorrow 
and a bitter repentance. And if what we possess and enjoy is per- 
ishable, is it any different with ourselves? Are we not, all of us, 
on the way to the grave? Some go quicker, others slower, but 
each one is on his way to the grave. This is the great pilgrimage 
of nations, the path of man from the cradle to the grave. Every- 
thing, my dear brethren, is transitory—man, and what he has, 
and what he is. This transitoriness has, however, its consoling, 
as well as its thrilling aspect, inasmuch as not only do the agree- 
able and the good pass away, but also all unpleasantness and suffer- 
ing. The year just departing brought to many people not joy 
alone, but a great deal of suffering, but with the good days, the 
bad days passd over, too; the trouble is overcome; tears which 
flowed have been dried again. And if, perhaps, some of us have to 
take our old troubles with us into the New Year, let that not dis- 
courage us; some day even the greatest sorrow will have an end, 
when the New Year of eternity dawns for us. Yes, dear Chris- 
tians, in the beyond all tears will be wiped away, and our sorrow 
will be changed into joy. All sorrow? Is that true? Unfortu- 
nately not. For many people are so foolish as not to bear their 
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troubles with patience and resignation to the will of God. These 
people make their troubles doubly heavy, and bear them in vain. 

The greatest consolation for us is that amongst those things 
which are transitory, sin, which is the greatest of all evils, will pass 
away, too. We have indeed a Redeemer, who takes away the sins 
of the world; we have a Redeemer who has left in His Church 
the power to forgive sins. Only we must not forget that only the 
truly repented of, confessed and absolved sins pass away; the others 
are carried from one year to another by the unrepentant, and from 
time into eternity. And now, dearly beloved, the second question: 
What is it that does not perish? 

II.—He does not pass away of whom the Psalmist says: “But 
Thou art always the self-same, and Thy years shall not fail.” 
God does not perish; the Eternal, the Never-Ending, who alone 
is worthy of our love. It is He whom we must serve during the 
coming year. Though the years pass away, God remains always 
the same. He who has been the ruler of the past will be the guide 
of the future. His hand, which has enriched us with so many 
benefits in the past, will not be closed to us this year; His love, 
which He has lavished upon us in the past, He will not deprive us 
of in the future; His blessing, to which we owe the success of our 
undertakings, will still flow down upon us. Therefore, we ought 
to serve God in the coming year, and at all times, because, if all 
earthly things perish, God remains, who is our eternal reward. 

God is Truth. Truth is as imperishable as God Himself. “I 
am the truth,” says Christ. Human opinions change. All lying 
and deceit in this world are brought to naught, and all the knowl- 
edge of the learned disappears; “my words, however, will not 
pass away.” Let this divine truth be our rule of conduct for the 
coming year, in all our actions; the divine truth which was de- 
posited in His Holy Church by Jesus Christ; let it be our compass 
to guide the little ship of our life on the sea of the future. And as 
God is truthful, so let us be truthful; let us detest lies, deceit, and 
falsehood ; let us be upright and honorable. How much quarreling 
and contention, how much suffering and bitterness, would men 
spare each other, if they were only upright, honorable and sincere 
toward one another! Let us, therefore, be truthful, like our Lord 
and Master; truth alone is durable. Imperishable, also, is the 
image of God, our souls. No, our souls will never die. Have we, 
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in the years that are passed, known and considered this truth suf- 
ficiently? If we had, we should certainly have acted differently ; 
we should have taken more and better care of our souls; we should 
not have dishonored our immortal souls by making them the serv- 
ants of our perishable bodies of our sensual natures; we should 
then have asked ourselves this question of our Divine Saviour, 
by all our actions: ‘‘What doth it profit thee to gain the whole 
world if thereby thou sufferest the loss of thy own soul?” 

If we, perhaps, have, up to the present, forgotten, more or less, 
the immortality of our ‘souls, and have thereby neglected to care for 
them, to-day we will make this our rule of life for the coming year, 
and for all the future time: “Before performing any actions I will 
always ask myself, Will this be useful for, or will it injure my soul, 
my imperishable, immortal soul?” If we do this, dear Christians, 
our works will not perish, for then our works will be good; good 
works will last for all eternity. A great many are pleased when at 
the end of the year they can look back and see that by economy 


_ they have been able to take a step forward. Well it is certainly a 


good thing if our cash account on New Year’s Eve shows an in- 
crease, and we ought to take pleasure in this. Only, how few there 
are who ask themselves at the end of the year: “How do things 
stand with my account up in Heaven; have I during the past year 
laid up anything there at interest, or not? In other words: Have 
I done good works, and amassed a treasure in, and for, Heaven?” 
If, on New Year’s Eve, you can answer this with a “Yes,” then you 
may rejoice, because this treasure is worth more than all the gold 
and silver and bonds of the whole world. If your cash box here 
on earth is full to overflowing, what can you buy with it at your 
life's end? Six boards and a very small portion of land, a coffin, 
and a grave. Now, you would have obtained all this anyhow, even 
if you had not had a red cent in your cash box. This world’s money 
has only value and worth as far as the grave; beyond the grave 
there is another standard; there only the good works which you 
have performed, and deposited in the treasury of Heaven, will have 
any value. Therefore we will utilize the time to lay by all the 
capital we can in heaven, which consists of good works, which are 
imperishable, and create for us a happy eternity. 

My dear Christians! Let us begin this New Year with the 
serious thought of what is transitory and what is eternal. We will 
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devote the coming year to that which is eternal; we will never 
again lose sight of that which is imperishable. Let our beginning, 
our aim and our end be God. May His will rule over us during the 
New Year! “Lord, not as I will, but as Thou willest!” With 
these words we will leave our future confidently in the hands of 
God. In this way the New Year will be rich in blessings for us; 
it will be a step on the ladder of Heaven toward God; and that. it 
may be this is my most sincere New Year’s wish for you all! 
Amen! 

Rev. A.A. 


DEVOTION OF THE FIRST FRIDAY. 
SERMON. 


THE SACRED HEART OF JESUS APPEARS BURNING, SO 
AS TO INFLAME OUR HEARTS ANEW, WITH LOVE 
FOR THE HOLY EUCHARIST AND HIS PASSION. 


“ZT am come to cast fire on the earth, and what will I but that it be kindled.”— 
Luke xii. 49. 


In THE Old Testament God often appeared to men in fire. 
When He gave the Ten Commandments He appeared upon Mount 
Sinai in the midst of thunder and lightning. “And all Mount 
Sinai was on a smoke, because the Lord was come down upon it 
in fire’ (Exod. xix. 18). The Lord appeared to Daniel upon 
a fiery throne: “I beheld till thrones were placed, and the 
Ancient of Days sat; His garment was white as snow, and the 
hair of His Head like clean wool; His throne like flames of fire” 
(Dan. vii. 9). 

The three Babylonian youths, Sidrach, Misach and Abdenago, 
saw the Lord appear to them in the midst of the fiery furnace: 
“Behold, I see four men loose, and walking in the midst of the 
fire; and there is no hurt in them, and the form of the fourth 
is like the Son of God” (Dan. iii. 92). 

When Moses and the children of Israel came out of Egypt 
there appeared to them a cloud and pillar of fire, in which the 
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Lord had set up His fiery throne, and whence He sent forth the 
lightning which killed Pharaoh; but the children of Israel He 
conducted safely through the Red Sea to Palestine: “Behold, 
the Lord, looking upon the Egyptian army, through the pillar of 
fire and of the cloud, slew their host” (Exod. xiv. 24). The Lord - 
even vouchsafed to erect His throne in the midst of a bush, for 
He appeared to Moses in the burning bush and called him to - 
Him, and consoled him and all the children of Israel, who were 
so sorely oppressed by the cruel tyranny of Pharaoh. Why did ~ 
the Lord of infinite majesty appear in the old law upon a fiery 
throne, and why did He so often set up His throne in the midst 
of burning fire? ‘This fiery throne,” says Philip Diez, “is love, 
for God is seated in the midst of love; for this reason He desired 
to be called God, fire.”—“The Lord, thy God, is a consuming fire.” 
(Deut. iv. 24)—to prove to us by this fiery throne the in- 
tense love with which He loved us from the beginning. “With 
everlasting kindness have I had mercy on thee, said the Lord, 
thy Redeemer” (Isaias liv. 8). 

And now behold a new wonder of this immeasurable love. 
The same good God, “having spoken on divers occasions, and in 
many ways, in times past, to the fathers by the prophets: last of 
all, in these days, hath spoken to us by His Son” (Heb. i. 1); 
for He, the Redeemer of the world, to prove to us His infinite 
love, vouchsafed to show His most Sacred Heart to Blessed Mar- 
garet Mary Alacoque, of the Order of the Visitation of the 
Blessed Virgin, resting upon a throne of fire, surmounted with 
a cross, pierced by the lance and crowned with thorns. So that, 
through .this most amiable object, to draw the tepid hearts of 
men to His love, and at the same time to inflame them with a 
pure-fire love? “I am come to cast fire on the earth, and what 
will I but that it be kindled?” (Luke xii. 49). The aim of this 
devotion to the most Sacred Heart of Jesus is that, by this ven- 
eration and love, all the ingratitude and the grievous wrongs 
committed against Jesus Christ, our Redeemer, by the heathens, 
the Jews, the heretics, bad Christians, and even the faithful, espe- 
cially those who receive Holy Communion unworthily, may be 
made reparation for by the devout faithful in their zeal for the 
honor of the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus in the Eucharist and 
on Calvary; and for this purpose the Friday after the octave of 
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Corpus Christi has been set apart to this devotion, so that on this 
day the Most Sacred Heart of Jesus may be venerated by the 
devout faithful with a special honor and worship. There is no 
doubt that this devotion is very pleasing to Jesus Christ, and 
that a soul who loves and practices this devotion will be the re- 
cipient of numerous graces from Him. 

This devotion was declared by the Rev. Father de la Colom- 
biere, S. J., a man renowned for his apostolic zeal and sanctity, 
after he had tried the spirit of the servant of God, the Blessed 
Margaret, to be right, pious, holy and very profitable for the 
entire Church of God. Since then this devotion has been ap- 
proved of by the Church, and at present it is spread all over 
the Cathdlic world. 

The late Holy Father, Pius IX., is the Pope of the Most 
Sacred Heart of Jesus, for it was reserved for him to inaugurate 
the Feast of the Sacred Heart of Jesus, and it was during his 
pontificate that Margaret Mary Alacoque was beatified. During 
his pontificate, in 1875, was also celebrated the 200th 
anniversary jubilee of the Sacred Heart being revealed to Blessed 
Margaret Mary. This great festival was accompanied by in- 
numerable blessings. In this way the words of our Lord: “TI 
am come to cast fire on the earth; and what will I but that it 
be kindled?” already began to be fulfilled. , 

We are reminded by this consideration of that sacred fire 
which God sent down from heaven upon the high priest, Aaron, 
when he was offering the firs? sacrifice on the altar erected by 
Moses. [From that time on, this fire was always kept burning 
by having new wood laid upon it, until finally the city of Jerusa- 
lem was taken by the Chaldeans, and the Temple and altars de- 
stroyed; then the priests took this fire and hid it in a well in the 
valley. When, after many years, the Jews sought this sacred 
fire, they did not find that fire, but in its place, they found in the 
well a thick liquid; Nehemias had this drawn off, and it 
was sprinkled on the sacrifice of the new altar. And, _ be- 
hold, a miracle took place, when the sun, which, till then, 
was covered with clouds, sent forth its rays upon the altar and 
upon this liquid. An enormous fire was kindled, which not only 
turned the water into fire, but consumed in an instant the sacrifice 
on the altar (II. Macc. i. 22). This fire, which descended 
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from heaven, is, according to the explanation of St. Gregory the 
Great, the love of God. By the altar our heart is represented, on 
which this divine love should burn always. But this fire of love 
has been changed in the hearts of most Christians into a thick 
liquid. And, behold, through the Most Tender Heart of Jesus, 
as soon as it shines as the mystical sun, which, until then, was 
hidden behind the clouds, for there were few who thought of 
this Sacred Heart, a great fire of devotion was kindled. And as 
in the time of the seraphic St. Francis, on whom the Divine 
Redeemer imprinted the marks of His five sacred wounds, 
so that the remembrance of His most bitter Passion, which at 
that time, on account of the unfortunate conditions which pre- 
vailed in the Church of God, was almost entirely obliterated, was 
to be in a wonderful manner renewed in the hearts of the faith- 
ful, it happened in our own times that His divine goodness gave 
new life through His Sacred Heart burning with love to the cold 
and changed world, and kindled in our hearts the fire of His 
love, so that we might love our Divine Redeemer, who gave us 
His Most Sacred Heart out of an excess of love, with the love 
of our whole hearts. This is the aim of this devotion to the 
Most Sacred Heart of Jesus. The sight and the contemplation 
of the divine and renewed Heart of Jesus should be a means for 
us to lift up our minds to God and our Redeemer, and to love 
Him with the whole strength of our hearts. 

Our Divine Saviour did nothing on this earth which He had 
not before prefigured in the Old Testament. This Most Sacred 
Heart burning with love was also typified by that costly altar of 
incense which was made of setim wood, overlaid with gold, upon 
which the Lord ordered the priests to burn sweet-smelling in- 
cense (Exod. xxx. 1). Can the Most Holy Trinity be offered 
a sweeter or more pleasing incense than the Most Sacred and 
Divine Heart of Jesus, which is hidden in the Most Blessed 
Sacrament? This most holy, glowing and burning Heart of 
Jesus is further typified by that golden censer which St. John 
speaks of in the Apocalypse: “And the angel took the censer 
and filled it with the fire of the altar, and cast it on the earth” 
(Apoc. viii. 5). This angel is the Angel of Great Counsel, 
namely, Christ Jesus, whose Heart, as St. Bernadine says, was 
compared to a censer filled with glowing coals, on account of 
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His ardent, glowing love for us. This, His love, He has poured 
out entirely before His Sacred Altar to the four ends (sides) 
that is to say of His Cross, through His open side. “He filled 
it with glowing coals and cast it upon the earth.” : 

This Sacred Heart was prefigured by that propitiatory that 
was placed over the Ark between the two Cherubims. This pro- 
pitiatory was the Place of Atonement, where God once vouch- 
safed to show mercy to His people; for this reason it was called 
God’s throne, or seat, upon which God, the Lord of the high 
priests, when He entered the Holy of Holies, gave answer and 
prophecy: “When Moses entered into the tabernacle of the 
covenant to consult the oracle, he heard the voice of One speak- 
ing to him from the propitiatory” (Num. vii. 89). 

Let us now pass from the types to the reality; namely, to the 
Sacred Heart of Jesus: What was this Sacred Heart upon 
earth, and what is it still in heaven, and in the Most Blessed 
Sacrament but a propitiatory where all sinful souls find a safe 
refuge from the wrathful countenance of God? O, sinners! O, 
blind mortals! what are vou doing? Why do you remain in 
your sins? Why do you hasten on toward the abyss of hell? 
Tell me. 

Dear Christian souls, delay not; arise and hasten to the most 
amiable Heart of Jesus, to the kind Saviour, Mediator. There 
you will find a sure harbor of réfuge, forgiveness of sins, and 
perfect peace. “Let us enter,” says Simon of Cassia, “into the 
Heart of Jesus, that august Heart, that hidden Heart; to the 
Heart which thinks of all, to the Heart which knows all, to the 
Heart which loves; and through the open door let us enter and, 
at least, by the strength of our love, become like unto this Heart. 
It shows a great indifference on the part of those who do not 
enter, though they know that the entrance is open. 

Now, O Christian soul, there remains only one thing for us 
to do, and that is to turn with our whole heart toward this Sacred 
Heart, inflamed and wounded with love of us. Let us imitate 
St. Ignatius, Bishop of Antioch, who loved the Sacred Heart and 
the Holy Name of Jesus with the whole strength of his soul; 
which is evident, as he called Jesus by no other name than “his 
Love.” The ardent longing of his heart and his love for Jesus 
were revealed when he was thrown as prey to the lions, in the 
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amphitheatre at Rome; he was devoured by them, but his heart 
remained untouched, and on it was found written, in letters of 
gold, the Most Holy Name of Jesus. “In his heart,” says 
Nadasus, “which they cut up into pieces, there was found, writ- 
ten in letters of gold upon each separate piece, the name of 
Jesus.” 

O that our heart might be animated and inflamed with a like 
love for the Heart and the Name of Jesus. O good Jesus! do now 
that which Thou didst once announce to the prophet Ezechiel: 
“And I will give you a new heart, and put a new spirit within 
you; and I will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and 
will give you a heart of flesh” (Ezechiel xxxvi. 26). Behold, 
our heart is hard and hardened in sin; O, soften it with the Blood 
of Thy Most Sacred Heart, that it may know Thee, and love 
and seek none but Thee in the future. Our heart, O Jesus, 
is stony and our will is stubborn and accustomed to follow its 
passions; O, give us a heart of flesh, a docile heart, a pliant 
heart, which observes Thy commandments in the smallest par- 
ticular and finds its love in Thee alone. Our heart is cold 
and tepid; O inflame it with the fire of Thy love, that it may 
burn only with love of Thee, until 1: is reduced to ashes. Our 
heart, finally, is inconstant, and, like a windmill, always in motion; 
© my Jesus! strengthen it and fortify it with Thy grace, until 
at last, having overcome all dangers, it rests in Thee for all 
eternity! Amen. 


THE FEAST OF THE EPIPHANY. 
SHORT HOMILY FOR LOW MASS. 
BY THE REV. F. HEFFNER, 0. P. 


“And opening their treasures, they offered Him gifts, gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh.”—Matt. ii. 11. 


THE Gospel which we have just read contains many wonderful 
things. The star is wonderful which led the Wise Men from the 
East to Bethlehem. Wonderful is the unexpected arrival of these 
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men from a far country to see the new-born King and Messiah, 
to do honor to Him and to worship Him, at a time when the in- 
habitants of Jerusalem, yes, even the inhabitants of Bethlehem, 
in whose midst He was born, knew nothing about Him. It is won- 
derful that, at their arrival, King Herod was seized with fear, and 
all Jerusalem with him. It is wonderful, also, that the star dis- 
appeared when they reached the city of Jerusalem, and that it 
appeared again and guided them as they went to Bethlehem. Won- 
derful is the faith and the humility of these men, who were not 
confused when they found themselves conducted to a stable, where- 
in they found a poor little Child, wrapped in swaddling clothes, 
lying in a crib, but prostrated themselves before the Infant and 
worshipped Him as true God, and as King, brought Him presents. 
I will, however, not speak of these wonders, but only of the gifts 
which the Wise Men brought to the Saviour, and of those which we 
should give him. 

St. Matthew says: “They (the Wise Men) opened their 
treasuries and offered Him gifts: gold, frankincense and myrrh.” 
They offered Him gold to acknowledge His kingly dignity, frank- 
incense to honor His divinity, myrrh, which is an emblem of human 
frailty, to bear witness to His human nature. These Wise Men 
were the first to offer their homage and adoration to the new-born 
Saviour, and they are kneeling there in the stable at Bethlehem, 
in the name of our heathen ancestors, to greet Him as our Saviour 
and Redeemer. Therefore, it is befitting that we, who have been 
enlightened by the Star of the true faith, from which we receive 
grace for grace, out of the fulness of the merits of Jesus Christ, 
that we show our gratitude for the gift of faith by entering in the 
footsteps of the Wise Men, and bringing gifts, also, to the Saviour ; 
for it is said: “No one shall appear with his hands empty before 
the Lord; but every one shall offer according to what he hath, 
according to the blessing of the Lord his God, which he shall give 
him” (Deut. xvi., 16-17). What, then, shall we offer Him? We 
cannot offer Him gold, frankincense and myrrh, and if we have 
nothing to offer Him that is a sign, as St. Gregory says, that we 
love Him very little, or not at all. What, then, shall we do? I 
reply briefly: “Our Lord and Saviour no longer requires earthly 
goods, as at the time when the Wise Men brought Him gold, frank- 
incense and myrrh; He is not lying, poor, miserable and weeping, 
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in the stable at Bethlehem, but He is sitting, surrounded with 
glory and majesty, at the right hand of His Father in Heaven. 
Therefore, ““He has no needs of our goods” (Ps. xv. 2); but 
very many of His own upon earth suffer great want, and what- 
ever we do with a kind heart for them we have, He assures us, done 
to Him. “Whatever you have done unto these the least of my 
brethren, you have done unto Me.” 

In the poor and needy, Jesus Christ, our divine Redeemer, is 
Himself poor and needy, and when we help the poor, we help 
Jesus Himself; when we give alms to a person in want, we give it 
to Jesus Himself; when we provide a warm room for one shivering 
with cold and sickness, we do it for Jesus Himself; in a word, 
whatever kindness we show to a poor fellow creature, we show it to 
our Saviour Himself. If He, our Redeemer and Saviour, who died 
a shameful death to obtain everlasting life for us, came round in 
His own Person and held out his hand for an alms, and asked us 
for an offering, should we refuse Him? No; to show our gratitude 
for all that He has done and suffered for love of us, and for our 
salvation, we should do all that lay in our power. He does not go 
around Himself to receive His thanks, but He sends the poor, 
the needy and the miserable, and declares that whatever good we 
co to them, we have done it to Himself. In this respect St. 
Chrysostom says: “The hand of the poor is Abraham’s bosom; 
what it receives is deposited there. The hand of the needy is the 
alms box of heaven; everything received remains there, shut up, 
so that it may not be lost upon earth. The hand of those in want 
is the treasure room of Christ; what they receive is preserved by 
Christ.” 

Well now, my dear Christians, let us not for the future drive 
away the poor and the miserable from our door with coldness, and 
unfeelingly!§ They are the children of God and the brothers of 
Jesus Christ; they are those whom He has chosen to receive 
the sacrifice and the gifts which we should offer to God, the 
Almighty King, from our money and possessions. Let us give 
unto them according to our circumstances; if we have much, 
let us give much; if we have little, let us give a little with a kind 
heart. Even the widow’s mite is an acceptable offering to the Lord, 
and will receive a rich reward. For the Spirit of the Lord promises 
us: “He who gives to the poor lends to God with interest, and He 
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will repay a hundredfold. . . . Almsgiving blots out sins, 
rescues us from eternal death and obtains for us the mercy of God.” 
He who has promised that a cup of cold water given in His name 
to a thirsty man will not go unrewarded will repay you a hun- 
dredfold for all the good that you show to the poor and needy. 
Be merciful, therefore, that you may obtain mercy. Amen. 


SERMON. 
BY THE CURE OF ARS. 
CALLED TO THE FAITH. 


“We have seen His star in the east, and are come to adore Him.”—Matt. ii. 2. 


Tuis is a blessed and memorable day for us, my dear brethren, on 
which the mercy of the Redeemer called us in the person of the 
Magi, from the darkness of unbelief, to the knowledge of the true 
faith. The Magi came at dawn of day to worship and to ac- 
knowledge the Messiah in our name, as their God and Redeemer. 
Yes, my brethren, they are our forefathers, and our models in 
the faith. Happy are we, if we imitate them faithfully, and follow 
in their footsteps. The holy Pope Leo calls out in an ecstasy of 
love and gratitude: “O angels of the heavenly city, lend me your 
glowing love, to thank Almighty God for being called to Chris- 
tianity and eternal salvation.” “Let us, my brethren,” says this 
great saint, “celebrate joyfully the beginning of our blessed hopes. 
But let us be faithful to our calling, after the example of the 
Magi: otherwise we should have great cause to fear, that God 
might chastise us as He did the Jews, who were His chosen people. 
From the time of Abraham until His coming, He led them by the 
hand, and showed Himself everywhere their protector and liberator ; 
and thereafter He rejected them, and thrust them from Him, be- 
cause they despised His graces.” Yes, my brethren, this precious 
gift of faith will be taken from us, and given to others, if we do 
not make a practical use of it. Now, my brethren, do we wish to 
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keep this precious legacy in our midst? Let us follow faithfull~ 
in the footsteps of our fathers in the faith. 

So as to obtain a feeble idea of the magnitude of the grace of 
our call to Christianity, we have only to consider what the coming of 
the Messiah was to our forefathers. He was their God, their 
Saviour, their Light, their Hope. 

As soon as they became aware of the appearance of the star, 
they at once, without asking any questions, made preparations to 
seek out their Redeemer. So powerfully did they feel impelled, so 
ardent was their desire to arrive at the place towards which they 
were attracted by the star, and towards which grace called them, 
that they did not delay a moment. Ah, my brethren, how very 
far indeed are we from imitating them! For how many years has 
God been calling to us by His grace, by inspiring us with the 
thought of renouncing our sins, and of making our peace with Him? 
3ut we are still deaf and stiff-necked. Oh, when will that blessed 
day come, on which we shall do as the Wise men did, and leaving 
everything give ourselves to God? 

Secondly, I say, my brethren, that their faithfulness to their 
calling was strong; they overcame every difficulty and hindrance 
which stood in their way, so as to follow the star. And what sacri- 
fices they had to make! They had to leave their country, their 
palaces, their families and their kingdom, or in other words, they 
had to leave everything which was most dear to them in this world. 
To part from them, they underwent the fatigues of a long and 
troublesome journey, and .all this of a very cold season of the 
year: everything seemed to stand in the way of their undertaking. 
How much ridicule did they not have to put up with from their 
equals, and even from the people? But no! Nothing daunts them 
from undertaking this important journey. You see here plainly, 
my brethren, that the merit of the true faith consists in this, that we 
sacrifice all that which we love best, to obey the voice of grace which 
calls to us. Ah, my brethren, if we were called upon to make the 
same sacrifices as the Wise men did, to win heaven, how small 
would be the number of the elect! But no, my brethren, if we 
only do as much for eternal as we do for temporal affairs, we shall 
be sure to gain heaven. Look at the miser, how he labors day and 
night to gain money, and to hoard it up. Look at him who is ad- 
dicted to drink: he works hard the whole week, and then spends 














196 THE HOMILETIC MONTHLY. 


his earnings on Saturday night in the saloon. Look at those 
young people on pleasure bent! Distance is no object to them in 
the pursuit of pleasures which they find to their cost are mixed 
with much bitterness. Now, in all these things, you can see for 
yourself, many sacrifices are required; but nothing hinders them 
and they all reach their goal: some by deception, others by cun- 
ning. 

But, my dear brethren, how do we act, when it is a question of our 
eternal salvation? Almost every thing seems impracticable to us. 
We must admit, my dear brethren, that we are in a condition of 
lamentable blindness, because all our actions are performed for 
this miserable world, and we are not willing to undertake anything 
for our eternal salvation. 

Thirdly, my brethren, let us consider what degree the 
persistence of the Wise men attained. On their arrival at Jerusalem, 
the star which had guided them on the journey, disappeared. They 
imagined without doubt that they had reached the place where our 
Saviour was born, and they thought that the whole of Jerusalem 
was beside itself with joy at the birth of its Redeemer. What 
astonishment, how surprised they were, my dear brethren. Jeru- 
salem not only exhibits no signs of joy whatever, but it does not 
even know its Redeemer is born at all. The Jews are so surprised 
to see how the Wise men came to worship the Messiah, that the 
Wise men wondered why such an event was announced to them 
at all. How little hope these circumstances afforded their faith! 
Was it not rather calculated to deter them from their journey, and 
to cause them to return home secretly, for fear that they might 
become the laughing stock of all Jerusalem? Ah, my brethren, the 
greater number of us would have done this, if our faith had been 
sc severely tried. It was not without a meaning that the star dis- 
appeared: it happened so that the Jews, who kept their eyes shut 
from such an event, might be called back to the faith; it was left to 
strangers to show them their blindness. 

But all this only served to strengthen their resolution, instead of 
causing them to waver in it. Will the three holy kings allow them- 
selves to be frightened after the brilliancy of that light has van- 
ished? Will they, my brethren, give up? O no! We should; 
undoubtedly much less would dishearten us. They betake them- 
selves elsewhere: they take refuge with the theologians, for they 
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knew that the prophecies which designated the place and 
the time of the Messiah’s birth, was in the custody of these theo- 
logians. Fearlessly they enter Herod’s palace, and ask him where 
the new-born king of the Jews is, and they explain to him without 
fear that they have come to adore Him. Although the king was 
offended at this speech, he was unable to prevent them from under- 
taking this significant journey; they wanted to find their God at 
any cost. What courage, my brethren, what steadfastness! O 
my brethren, how different is it with us, who are afraid of the 
least ridicule? The thought of “what will the world say” pre- 
vents us from fulfilling our religious duties, and from frequently 
receiving the Sacraments. How often have we not been ashamed 
to make the sign of the cross, before and after meals? How often 
has not the fear of men caused us to dispense with the days of 
fasting and abstinence, for fear of being observed, and taken for 
a good Christian? What a contrast, my brethren! O what con- 
fusion will be ours, if the Redeemer on the Day of Judgment com- 
pares our behavior with that of the Wise men, our forefathers in 
the faith, who would sooner forsake and sacrifice all things, than to 
resist the voice of grace, which called them. 

Let us see how great was their constancy. The theologians told 
them the prophecies announced that the Messiah would be born in 
Bethlehem, and that the time had come. They no sooner received 
this answer, than they set out for that town. Might they not ex- 
pect that it would happen to them, as it had happened to the Blessed 
Virgin and St. Joseph, namely, that the crowd of people would be 
so great, that they would find no room. Could they possibly 
doubt but that the Jews who had waited four thousand years for 
the coming of the Messiah, would hasten in great multitudes to 
prostrate themselves before the crib and acknowledge Him as their 
Redeemer and their God? But no, my brethren; no one stirred; 
they were living in darkness, and they remained in it. A true pic- 
ture of the sinner, who continually hears the voice of God, calling 
him by the voice of his shepherds, that he must renounce his sins, 
and be converted, instead of which he only plunges deeper into 
sin, and becomes more and more hardened. 

But let us return to the three holy kings, my brethren. They set 
forth alone from Jerusalem, how prompt they are! O what faith! 
Will God let this go unrewarded? No, certainly not. Almost im- 
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mediately on leaving the city, that same light, the wonderful star 
preceded them, and seemed to take them by the hand so as to con- 
duct them to that poor dwelling place of poverty and want. It 
stood still as if to say: Here is He whose presence is sought by 
you. Here is the expected One. Approach and behold Him. 
It is He who was conceived from eternity, and who is just born. He 
has taken a human body, which He will sacrifice, to save His people. 
Do not let the marks of poverty make you shrink back. He is 
bound in swaddling clothes; but He is that One who hurls the 
lightning from the heights of heaven. His look makes hell to 
tremble, because they behold in Him the avenger. These holy 
kings feel at this moment their hearts burning with love within 
them, they throw themselves at their Redeemer’s feet, and moisten 
the straw with their tears. What a sight for kings to behold, an 
infant lying between two lowly animals, in a manger, and they 
acknowledge Him to be their God, and Redeemer. O what a 
precious thing is faith! Instead of being startled at the aspect of 
poverty, it touched and edified them. Their eyes never tired of 
gazing on the Redeemer of the world, the king of heaven and earth, 
the Lord of all things, in this condition. The astonishment which 
filled their hearts was so overpowering, that they gave to God all 
that they had, all that they could give Him. At this moment they 
consecrated themselves to God, for they no longer desired to be mas- 
ters of their own person. Not contented with this gift, they offered 
Him their entire kingdom. According to Oriental custom, which 
presents gifts to great princes, they brought Jesus the richest 
products of their country, as an offering; namely, gold, frankin- 
cense and myrrh, and through these gifts they gave expression to 
their idea of the Redeemer by recognizing His Divinity, His bound- 
less dominion, and His humanity. His divinity by the frankin- 
cense, which belongs to God alone; His humanity by the myrrh, 
which is used for the enbalming of bodies, and His sovereignty 
by the gold, which was the ordinary tribute paid to a 
sovereign. But the feelings which filled their hearts were expressed 
far more by their offering: their glowing love was revealed by the 
gold, which is a symbol of love; their tender devotion was pre- 
figured by the frankincense; the oblation which they gave to 
God of their mortified hearts was represented by the myrrh. How 
we must admire the virtuousness of these three Oriental kings, 
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my brethren! God, who knew the state of their hearts, must have 
said, as He did say in the course of time, that He had not found 
such ardent faith in all Israel! In fact, the Jews had the Messiah 
in their midst, and they took no notice of Him; the Wise men, 
although far away, hastened to seek Him, and to acknowledge 
Him, as their God. The Jews treated Him afterwards as the great- 
est criminal that the earth had ever seen, and crucified Him at 
last, just at the time when He was giving irrefutable proofs of 
His divinity; whereas the Wise men, although they saw Him lying 
on straw, in the most poverty-stricken condition, prostrated them- 
selves at His feet, worshipped Him, and acknowledged Him as their 
God and Redeemer. O, what a precious treasure is faith! 
If we were fortunate enough to appreciate this fact in the right 
way, what care should we not take to preserve it! 

Whom shall we imitate, my brethren, the Jews, or the Wise men? 
What do we see in the greater number of Christians? Alas, a 
feeble and tepid faith; and how many are there who have not even 
the faith of the devil, who believes that there is a God, and who 
trembles in His presence! It is very easy to convince ourselves of 
this. See, my brethren, God dwells in our churches, where we talk, 
and look about us, where we do not perhaps even kneel down, 
when He shows us the highest degree of His love, namely, at 
Holy Communion, and at benediction. Do we believe that there 
is a God? O no, my brethren, or if we do believe it, it is only to 
offend Him. What use do we make, my brethren, of the precious 
gifts of our faith, and of the means of salvation which we find in the 
bosom of the Catholic Church? What connection is there between 
our manner of living and the sanctity of our religion? Can we 
say, my brethren, that our life corresponds with the precepts of the 
Gospel, with the example that Jesus Christ has given us? that 
is to say, do we love poverty, humiliations, and contempt? Do we 
prefer Christianity above all honors, and everything which this 
world possesses and desires? Do we entertain that respect, that 
longing, and that zeal to draw all the graces we can from the 
Sacraments, which our Lord so lavishly bestows upon us? Let 
us examine ourselves on this question, my brethren. Alas! how 
numerous and bitter are the reproaches which we must make to our- 
selves regarding these questions ! 

_Ought we not, at the sight of so much unbelief and ingratitude to 
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be seriously afraid, that Jesus Christ might take from us the precious 
gift of faith, as He did from the Jews, and plant it in another 
nation, where a better use will be made of it? Why did the 
Jews cease to be God’s people? Was it not because they misused 
His graces? Take care, St. Paul exhorts us, that if you do not re- 
main steadfast in the faith, you will be rejected and cast away like 
the Jews. 

Imitate therefore the Wise men. If you hear the word of God, 
listen immediately ; be strong in your faith in spite of difficulties, and 
never allow it to waver, but preserve it constantly; so that you, 
with the Wise men, will have the grace of beholding your God 
face to face in the hereafter—a blessing which I wish you all. 
Amen. .« 


FIRST SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY. 
SHORT HOMILY FOR LOW MASS. 
BY THE REV. F. HEFFNER, O. P. 


“He was subject to them.”—Luke xi. 51. 


Tue Gospel of to-day is so rich in teachings for us that the 
few moments which we have for its consideration are not suff- 
cient to enable us to treat of them all. Which lesson, then, shall 
I select? Shall I hold up to you as a model for your imitation 
how Christ, even in His tender years, travelled the long distance 
to Jerusalem and willingly stayed there awhile? Or shall I 
speak of His love for prayer and for the Word of God? Or 
shall I describe to you the care and anxiety of the parents, who 
sought Him sorrowfully for three long days? No, assuming 
the words of the Gospel, “He was subject to them,” I will speak 
io you of the obedience of children toward their parents. 

Amongst the theologians the question has been asked, What 
gave the angels and the heavenly spirits the greatest joy, next 
to the Beatific Vision, and there are several different views on 
this subject? The answer of the theologian, Lactantius, pleases 
me the most. He says: “The greatest happiness and joy of the 
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heavenly spirits consists in this, that they are obedient to the 
Lord their God in all things. If this privilege were not allowed 
them, there would be no bliss for them in Heaven.” From this 
St. Ephraim draws this awful conclusion for disobedient chil- 
dren—he says: “A son or a daughter is just as much obliged to 
obey his or her parents as the heavenly spirits are obliged to obey 
the Lord God, and as an angel who would not obey God was 
considered unworthy of Heaven, so, likewise, a disobedient son, 
or a disobedient daughter, is not worthy to be called child, and 
merits eternal perdition.” How completely it is the will of God 
that children should obey their parents is shown by the position 
which He has given to the commandment: “Honor thy father 
and thy mother.” We know by Holy Scripture that God gave 
the Ten Commandments to Moses written on tables of stone. On 
the first table were written the first three Commandments, which 
tell us how we are to behave toward God, and on the second were 
inscribed the seven remaining Commandments, which tell us 
how we are to act toward our neighbor. Amongst these we find the 
commandment, “Honor thy father and thy mother” at the head, 
and God undoubtedly wishes to point out to us by this of what 
great importance this Commandment is, and how much He de- 
sires that all children should keep it. For this reason, then, 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, who came, not to abolish this law, 
but to fulfill it, and thereby to give ts an example for our imita- 
tion, kept this Commandment conscientiously during His whole 
life. He, the Lord of Heaven and Earth, was subject to His 
earthly parents; He obeyed those whom, as God, He had to 
command. Even when He was hanging upon the cross, and 
suffering the most excruciating agony, He did not forget His 
mother, who stood at the foot of the cross and wept. He com- 
mended the care of her to His beloved disciple John. 

You children, who depreciate your parents, who dishonor and 
ridicule them, who, by your disobedience, your insolence, your 
insubordination, cause them untold pain and trouble, look at the 
example which Jesus Christ, the Son of God, gives you, who 
was subject to His parents; as He grew in years, so did He in 
wisdom, and He was pleasing to God and to men! Do you never 
think of the pains which your mother bore to give you birth? 
Do you never think of the touching care, the untiring patience 
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and the self-sacrificing love with which she has nourished you 
from the moment of your birth, watched over and taken care of 
you until you were grown up? Do you not think any more of 
the hard work, of the sweat and care which your father has un- 
dergone, so that you should not want the necessaries of life, and 
for your education and bringing up? Do you no longer remem- 
ber the trouble and anxiety which your parents have so often put 
up with on your account? Do you not know that your parents 
still love you with all their hearts, and only strive for and wish 
you the greatest possible good, in spite of which you so often 
requite their love with ingratitude and disdain? Take to heart 
the awful words of Holy Writ: “The eye that mocketh at his 
father, and that despiseth the labor of his mother in bearing him, 
let the ravens of the brooks pick it out and the young eagles eat 
it” (Prov. xxx. 17). “Cursed be he that honoreth not his 
father and mother; and all the people shall say, Amen” (Deut. 
xxvii. 16). ‘Remember thy father and thy mother, lest God forget 
thee in their sight and thou shouldst wish that thou hadst not been 
born, and curse the day of thy nativity’ (Eccl. xxiii. 18-19). 
Take warning from the chastisement which, according to the 
testimony of Holy Writ, befell disobedient children. Absalom, 
for instance, rose up against his father and gathered a 
large army together to make war upon him. After taking the 
city of Jerusalem, he persecuted his father, whom he had put 
to flight. His father, however, opposed him with a small, but faith- 
ful, army. The battle began, Absalom was defeated, and was forced 
to flee. He was caught by his hair in a tree, and remained hang- 
ing there until he was transpierced by Tce I could recount 
many more such examples, to prove to you that a just God 
punishes the disobedience of children to their parents, now in 
one way, now in another. “ 

But take this well to heart, Christian people! Love and 
honor your parents, and be subject to them! Try as much as 
lies in your power to requite the untold benefits which you have 
received from them all your life. Holy Scripture relates of 
Samson that, having found in the jaws of a lion which he had 
slain a few days previously a swarm of bees and a honeycomb, 
he took the latter and offered this sweet booty to his parents for 
their benefit. Imitate Samson, dear Christians; put before 
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your parents the sweet honey, and not the bitter gall. Do not 
afflict them by your insolence and disobedience, but give them 
pleasure by your good, Christian behavior. Take care of them 
in time of want and sickness, look after them in their old age, 
and give them a proof of that same love which they have always 
shown to you. If you do this, you may hope that the Lord will 
bless you abundantly, according to His promise to good and 
obedient children. Amen. 


SERMON. 
RELIGIOUS PICTURES IN THE HOME. 


“Did you not know that I must be about my Father’s business ?”—Luke ii. 49. 


“Dip you not know that I must be about My Father’s business?” 
With these words Jesus wished to make Mary, His Mother, who 
had sought Him sorrowfully, understand that the place where he 
preferred to be was the house of God, the Temple. The heart of 
the Divine Saviour was full of tenderest love for the Temple of 
Jerusalem; with holy anger He was zealous for its dignity and 
sacredness, for one day He drove out of it those who bought and 
sold therein, and how He wept over the sad destiny which was to 
fall even upon the Temple by the descent of the Divine punishment 
over that stubborn and blinded Jerusalem, at the lamentable 
destruction of the aity of David! We, also, Beloved, must, after 
the example of-our Sa tour, be occupied with the things that 
are our Father’s, and we must be filled with love for the house of 
God, which is the Church; it should be for us the place where we 
like best to pass our,time; but as during the week the duties of our 
state and calling will hardly allow us time to spend an hour or two 
in Church, to pray there, and to seek for advice, consolation and 
strength, it ought to be the endeavor of every zealous Christian 
to make his home like a church, a temple of God, so that he may 
there be able to occupy himself with the things of his Father’s. 
But how can we possibly make our home a Temple of God? I 
teply: “The great means toward this end are religious pictures. 
The sermon of to-day will prove this to us. 
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Man, who is a creature composed of a body and a soul, requires 
perceptible objects to represent to him the unseen, or, in other words, 
he needs sacred pictures. From the visible our human thoughts 
rise up to the invisible; by that which is visible we are reminded 
of that which is invisible; by the natural of the supernatural. That 
is why, from the very earliest ages, Christians made pictures of 
the Divine Saviour, of the Mother of God, and of the angels; in some 
instances they even made pictures of the doctrines of faiths, such 
as the doctrine of the Blessed Sacrament. These visible pictures 
were the ladder on which their mind and heart ascended to the 
invisible God, and to the truths which He had revealed to them. 
After they had adorned their places of Divine worship with re- 
ligious pictures of this kind, they did the same in their dwellings. 
To decorate the houses with religious pictures is a custom as old as 
Christianity itself, for the true Christian has always considered his 
home as nothing less than a Temple of God, and the religious pic- 
ture as a means to extend and preserve the spirit of Christianity in 
the home. 

In the sitting room, my dear Christians, the place of honor should 
be given to the crucifix. The cross is the sign through which the 
Catholic Christian, in an especial manner, professes his belief, and 
the crucifix in the parlor is a public profession of faith that those 
dwelling there are Catholics. For it is not enough that we believe 
in our innermost hearts; no, we must still more show our faith 
publicly, and we must never be ashamed of it before anyone. Our 
Divine Saviour says: “He who confesses Me before men, I will 
acknowledge him before my Father in Heaven, but he who denies 
Me before men, I will also deny him before My Father in Heaven.” 
Let us, then, make a place of honor for the crucifix in our home, 
and confess freely and frankly before all the world our Catholic 
belief! Or ought we to be ashamed to hang the crucifix in our 
rooms, and instead hide it away in some out-of-the-way corner? 
We decorate the walls with the pictures of celebrated persons, 
with the pictures of parents, children and relatives; indeed, in some 
places, there are even to be found pictures which are repulsive and 
altogether improper, but the picture of our God, of our Redeemer 
and Saviour, the sign of the Cross, to which we owe our salva- 
tion—ought a Christian to be ashamed to have these pictures in 
his rooms? No, anyone who would be afraid to publicly profess 
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his faith in the Crucified One is not worthy of the name of Chris- 
tian; such a family does not deserve the name of Catholic. I know 
of a certain place, dear Christians, where, in the midst of fields and 
meadows, there stands on an eminence a newly built dwelling- 
house, which almost resembles a lordly manor. On this spot there 
stood formerly an old house, over the threshold of which was 
fastened a large crucifix. When the parents of the present owner 
died, and he got married, he had the old building torn down, and 
built a new one. There were people who said to him: “You are 
surely not going to take that crucifix from the old house, and put 
it up over the door of the new house—it wouldn’t look well at all.” 
What answer did the man make? “Under the sign of this crucifix 
my parents lived and worked, and God blessed them, for they be- 
came well-to-do, and I shall do just the same with my family. 
We shall live and work under the sign of the Cross, so that the 
blessing of God, which we enjoyed in the old house, may also fall 
upon the new one.”’ And as a matter of fact the blessing of God 
has descended upon that house, in the most visible way, and re- 
mains with that family to this hour. And the blessing of God 
will flow down over every house where people live and work under 
the sign of the Cross. For all the members of the family know 
that when they look upon the crucifix in the right way it teaches 
them to pray to God, to have confidence in God in times of trouble ; 
preserves them from haughtiness in times of good fortune; teaches 
them, not only to care for temporal things, but also for those which 
are eternal; and the family which understands this language of the 
Cross, and which orders its life according to the language of the 
Cross, such a family converts its house into a church and is blessed 
by God. As the crucifix in the parlor and the bedrooms leads the 
dwellers of the house to God, so in like manner do the pictures of 
the Saints teach them, in mute and yet eloquent language, en- 
courage them, to do good and to avoid evil. Let us take, for in- 
stance, dear Christians, the picture of St. Joseph. Is it not an ever- 
present example and a constant motive for the father of the house, 
to be a father to his family, as St. Joseph was to his? Does it not 
recall to the father’s mind his exalted dignity? Does it not ad- 
monish him of his responsibility for every member of the family 
confided to his care? Does it not make him zealous, like St. 
Joseph, to conscientiously care for the souls and bodies of those 
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subject to him? And Mary’s picture? What can the mother not 
learn from it? Was not Mary the best of all mothers who ever 
lived on earth, and should not every mother endeavor to imitate 
her? Does not Mary’s picture tell the mother that her greatest 
blessings, her children, are a gift from God which she must there- 
fore bring up for God and with Him? And in her many motherly 
sufferings, does not Mary’s picture on the wall strengthen the 
mother’s heart to bear her sufferings courageously, as a true Chris- 
tian woman should? And the children, do they not find the most 
instructive models in the practice of a virtuous life, of obedience, 
innocence, piety, and the fear of God, and industry, in the pictures 
of Christ, of His Saints, which adorn the sitting and bedrooms? 
Cannot the mother give her children the best religious instruction, 
and the most practical education, by often telling them about the 
lives of those Saints, whose pictures hang around the rooms, and 
so lead them on to follow their example? Yes, truly, the pictures 
of Christ and His Saints, utilized in this way, convert the house 
into a Temple, into a Church, and God’s blessing will rest on that 
house and on all those living in it. 

Of course, religious pictures of themselves will not make a 
family good; only when they are contemplated and used in the 
manner which I have just described—then they are a practical help 
to true Christian sentiment, and to a true Christian way of living 
in the family. But if it should so happen that in the sitting and 
bedrooms, the pictures of Christ and His Saints on the walls are 
put to shame, and have to shut their eyes and ears, then certainly 
it would be far better to remove these pictures. We should then 
co as a certain landlord of an inn did once. One day several 
men were sitting in an inn, and they, as unfortunately is too often 
the case, used very doubtful and improper language. When th’ 
landlord of the inn heard their conversation, he went up to the wall! 
and removed a crucifix which was hanging there, with these words: 
“Come away out of this, O Lord, for you cannot remain in such 
company!” And he carried the crucifix into another room. The 
men immediately stopped their improper conversation, and they 
knew that, for the future, if they wanted to use such language, 
they would have to patronize another inn. How often, dear Chris- 
tians, we ought to remove the crucifix from our rooms, and say also: 
“Come away out of this, O Lord, for you cannot remain in such 
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company!” But when the members of a household realize that 
they are living under the shadow of a crucifix, they will not offend 
against this sacred token by committing sin; then the crucifix will 
be a means to help them withstand sin and temptation, and their 
house will be a house of virtue, a house like a Temple of God. 

Dearly beloved! In some parts of Europe the corner-shaft 
of a farm house is called “God’s pillar.” This is made out of the 
largest oak tree which the farmer can procure. Before this pillar 
is put in position, the master carpenter gives the command: “Hats 
off, and say three ‘Our Fathers!’ ” 

When the building is completed and the household things are 
arranged, they bring into the room where the (so-called) chief 
pillar stands, the crucifix and a small altar, with pictures of the 
Saints. That is why it is called “God’s pillar.” Here the members 
of the household, surrounded by pictures of a better world, are 
reminded that they are not only upon earth to work in the sweat 
of their brow, and then to die, but that they have an exalted destiny. 

Dear Christians, let our house rest upon the pillar of God, 
let the mightiest and most powerful support of our house be the 
crucifix; let us give it the place of honor in our home! If the 
Cross is the profession of faith of the family, if the family are in- 
duced by it and the other religious pictures to prayer, to the con- 
scientious fulfillment of their religious duties, to bring up their 
children in the right way and to be industrious; if, indeed, the 
family hang these religious pictures on the walls, not only as a 
decoration, but let these pictures appeal to their hearts, and follow 
their advice, then the house is really firmly built on God’s pillar, it 
is God’s Temple; then you can say of this family, in the words of 
our Saviour: “Where two or three are gathered together in My 
name, there am I in the midst of them!” Amen. 


Rev. A. A. 
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(Feast oF THE Hoty NAME.) 
SHORT HOMILY FOR LOW MASS. 
BY THE REV. F. HEFFNER, 0. P. 


“And Jesus also was invited, and His Disciples, to the marriage.”—I. John 
ii. 2. 


At this time the wedding festivities begin again, which are 
forbidden “during the closed time, and it is not without a motive 
that the Church has the Gospel read to us to-day of the marriage 
at Cana, at which Jesus was present with His mother and His 
i Disciples, and where He worked His first miracle by changing 
i the water into wine. 

| The Church wishes to give prospective bridal couples an ex- 
ample of how they should conduct their weddings, and whom 
they should invite to them. It matters not if the bride and 
Wi bridegroom have no wine to set before their guests, or that the 
it wine should give out; the principal thing upon which the hap- 
piness of their whole life depends is, that they should take care 
that the spiritual wine, I mean the grace of God, is not wanting 
to them. We will consider this subject further to-day. 

As long as the world exists, there has never been such a wed- 
ding celebrated as that of to-day in Cana of Galilee; there were 
i present Jesus, the Son of God, and King of Heaven and Earth; 
Mary, His Virgin Mother, and His Disciples. But still at the 
Mi wedding was heard the complaint, “They have no more wine.” 
i How did this happen? The bride and groom were, perhaps, poor 
i | people, or, perhaps they had not expected so many guests. Be 
Hi | that as it may, they were, at any rate, good, honest, God-fearing 
people, otherwise Jesus would not have come, with His Mother 
and His Disciples, and have worked there His first miracle. 
They were certainly not without spiritual wine, the grace of God; 
i for the Author and Dispenser of all graces sat in their midst 
and blessed not only the water, which He changed into wine, but 4 
' He certainly blessed them, that they might have happiness and 2 
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peace in their married state. In these days, dear Christians, a 
great many weddings are celebrated at which both kinds of wine 
are wanting; and, again, there are many other weddings at 
which wine to drink is to be found in plenty, but the grace of 
God is wanting, which alone is the foundation and support of 
a happy married life. Many enter into the state of matrimony 
and are happy and joyous at the wedding, but joy and happiness 
do not last long; the wine of rejoicing is changed into the water 
of tribulation. It happens to them as to an inexperienced gar- 
dener, who sowed and planted between sand and sione; and, 
therefore, they can say, with the prophet Isaias (v.): “I had a 
vineyard, and I planted it with the choicest vines, and I looked 
that I should bring forth grapes, but it brought forth wild 
grapes.” This is what a great many married people can say: 
“We hoped in the married state to find the sweet wine of love 
and happiness, but we find only the sour grapes of troubles and 
weariness.” And why is this? I could give you many reasons, 
but will content myself simply by saying, the principal reason 
why there are so many unhappy marriages lies in the fact that 
the young men and young women, in making their choice, do not 
consult the will of God and His laws. 

He who wishes to be happy in a certain state must have a 
vocation for the same. Whether he has a vocation for it or not, 
he cannot find out by merely consulting his relatives, but he must 
beseech the Lord to give him the right intention and to direct 
him in making his choice, and he must also ask his parents for 
their advice. For this reason the wise Solomon says: “House 
and riches are given by parents: but a prudent wife is properly 
from the Lord” (Prov. xix. 14). However, nobody will be- 
lieve this in our days. Instead of asking advice of God, one 
only considers his passions and temporal interests. Man does 
not bother himself any more about the law of God, but, instead, 
is only interested as to whether the person he is about to marry 
has money or is beautiful. This is why so few married couples 
feel really happy in their state. 

What is to be expected from a union which is only contracted 
out of sensual love is well expressed in the words of the wise 
King Solomon, who says: “Favor is deceitful, and beauty is 
vain; the woman that feareth the Lord, she shall be praised” 
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(Prov. xxxi. 30). That means, virtue and the fear of God adorn 
the wife, as well as the husband, as an ornament and a praise, 
and are the foundation of happiness in the married state; beauty 
and personal grace fade away, like the flowers of the field, and 
cannot, therefore, afford married people lasting happiness. He 
who is guided in the choice of a wife by appearances and sensual 
desires alone, and not guided by reason, will find himself bitterly 
disappointed, for in the same measure as bodily perfections 
change and fade away the mutual love will grow cold, and at last 
be turned into indifference. And then there come quarrels, suf- 
ferings and troubles, and happiness and peace are soon at an 
end. Therefore, the angel Raphael said to young Tobias: “For 
they who, in such manner receive matrimony as to shut out God 
from themselves and from their mind, and to give themselves to 
their lust, as the horse and mule, which have not understanding, 
over them the devil hath power” (Tobias vi. 17); these will 
find no happiness and no blessing in their marriage, but only 
troubles and suffering. Even the pagans knew well that mar- 
riages contracted only out of sensual love proved unhappy ones. 
Olympia, the mother of King Alexander, had a servant maid 
who was remarkable for her beautiful figure, but was impertinent 
and wanton. When some one asked for the hand of the beauti- 
ful young girl, Olympia made answer: “O unfortunate man, 
you are marrying with your eyes, and not with your reason.” 
The same thing can be said to-day of those who marry only 
from motives of sensual love, and they can be told in advance 
that they will not find that happiness which they seek in the 
married state. Still less happiness is there for those who marry 
for money, and who do not take into consideration whether they 
are congenial to one another, or whether, by their virtues and 
fear of God, they can make each other happy. Because they do 
not consult with God, the words of the prophet are fulfilled in 
them: “You have looked for more, and, behold, it became less; 
and you brought it home, and I blowed it away” (Agg. i. 9). 

If, then, you are thinking of entering the married state, young 
men and young women, do not go for advice to human beings 
alone, but consult God and your parents. Take no account of 
exterior attractions, beauty or wealth, but seek out a good and 
virtuous heart, upright and God-fearing! Above all things, be 




























AGT Ea 


a We eee nt 


ty See rR ah eee sie: 





eas 
Pe Ae Se 





- SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY. 211 


careful to enter the married state with a pure and chaste heart! 
Then you can invite Jesus to the wedding, and He will come 
and make you a participant of His blessing. And to you, who 
have chosen unwisely, and now in your union have nothing but 
worry and vexation, suffering and tribulations, the best thing I 
can say to you is, carry your cross patiently, and beseech God 
daily, that He may grant you his grace, so that your courage 
may not fail. You may, then, hope to merit heaven in the mar- 
ried state, for “blessed are they that mourn,” our Saviour assures 
us, “for they shall be comforted” (Matt..v. 5). Amen. 


SERMON. 
THE GLORY AND THE POWER OF THE HOLY NAME. 


“He humbled Himself, becoming obedient unto death, even the death of the 
Cross. For which cause God also hath exalted Him, and hath 
given Him a name which is above all names.”— 
Phil. ii. 8-9. - 


DEARLY beloved in the Lord! On this Sunday we celebrate 
in an especial manner the festival in honor of the Holy Name of 
Jesus, that Name which is, for every Christian, the noblest and 
dearest, the holiest and the most consoling. By honoring and 
loving the Name of our Saviour, we show our respect and love 
for Him who bears this blessed Name. In this sense we honor 
and praise the names of the Saints whose memory will never 
die, but will always be honored by God and men; we think with 
joy of their exalted and heroic virtues, their living and steadfast 
faith, their self-sacrificing love for their neighbor, their untiring 
zeal to help their fellow men to that true happiness and salva- 
tion which comes from God alone—yes, truly the names of the 
Saints, and, above all, that of the Queen of Saints, and the 
names of all God’s elect, are dear to us, and we pronounce them 
with reverence and love; indeed, it would be a sin not to do so. 

But there is a Name which is above all other names, a Name 
which we must always pronounce with the greatest reverence, 
with the most blissful happiness and the tenderest love; and that 
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is the Name of Jesus. And why do we all cherish in our hearts 
so profound a respect, such love and devotion for this Most Holy 
Name? First—On account of its glory and excellence, and then 
(second) because of its wonderful power and abundance of 
grace. 

Let us make this the subject of our meditation in the Name of 
Jesus: Who humbled Himself, becoming obedient unto death, even 
the death of the Cross. Wherefore God also hath exalted Him, 
and hath given Him a name which is above every name.” 

I.—Beloved in the Lord! No one is able to explain the great 
mystery revealed on earth by Christ, the Incarnate Son of God. 
According to the expression of St. Paul, the Apostle, in his letter 
to the Golossians, this mystery, which the Apostle says is Christ 
Himself, has been hidden from all eternity in God. When in 
the fulness of time it was revealed, it received a name which 
showed us distinctly, in the light of faith, the great and wonder- 
ful signification of the Incarnation of the Son of God and our re- 
demption. God, the Eternal Father, wished to choose the name 
Himself which His well-beloved Son should bear upon earth, and 
He announced this name to the world by an angel from Heaven. 
For, commissioned by God, and sent by Him, the archangel 
Gabriel brought the message to the Blessed Virgin Mary: “Be- 
hold, thou wilt conceive in thy womb and bear a Son, and His 
name shall be called Jesus.” And the angel said to Joseph: 
“Joseph, Son of David, fear not to take unto thee Mary thy wife, 
for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost. And 
she shall bring forth a Son, and thou shalt call His name Jesus, 
for He shall save His people from their sins” (Matt. i. 20-21). 

And, again, as we have heard on the Feast of the Circumcision 
of Our Lord: “And after eight days were accomplished that the 
Child should be circumcised His name was called Jesus, which 
was called by the angel before He was conceived in the womb” 
(Luke ii. 21). 

The name of Jesus, therefore, was not given to our Saviour 
by man or angel, but by God Himself. This most holy Name 
was from all eternity hidden with the mystery of the Incarnation 
in the bosom, in the heart, of the Father, and descended at the 
same time with the fulfillment of this mystery from Heaven, so 
that we men might express in a worthy manner our respect and 
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our gratitude for what the Son of God, in His human nature, out 
cit His incomprehensible love for us, had done and suffered for 
our salvation. “Thou shalt call His name Jesus, for He shall 
save His people from their sins” (Matt. i. 21); but not only 
His chosen people, but all mankind, as the Apostle St. John says, 
so as to bring together all the dispersed children of God, to be 
made one here upon earth and one in Heaven. “Jesus Christ,” 
says this same Apostle, “is the propitiation for our sins; and not 
for ours only, but, also, for those of the whole world” (John 
ii. 2). As St. Paul says, Christ Jesus is the only Mediator be- 
tween God and man. The name of Jesus means, therefore, 
Saviour, Redeemer and Mediator, and reminds us of all that the 
Son of God accomplished here upon earth to redeem us and to 
make us eternally happy. It reminds us of His entire earthly 
life, from His birth, until His death, of all the steps that He took, 
of the miracles that He worked, of all the sick that He cured, of 
all the dead that He raised to life, of the sinners whom He for- 
gave, of the Sacraments which He left in His Church—in a word, 
of everything which the Incarnate Son of God did, and still does, 
not only to render us happy here upon earth, but also to make 
us happy and to bless us for all eternity. The name of Jesus is, 
therefore, for us the dearest and the most glorious name. . 

Our Saviour merited this name for Himself. It is the name 
of honor, which belongs to the Son of God, who died upon the 
Cross to save the fallen world. This name is the reward, the 
price of victory, which He received from His Heavenly Father; 
the praise and the renown which He will receive forevermore from 
the grateful Christian world. This is taught and proclaimed to 
us by the great Apostle of the people, in the most thrilling words, 
when he says of Christ: “He humbled Himself, becoming obe- 
dient unto death, even the death of the Cross. Wherefore God 
also hath exalted Him, and hath given Him a name which is above 
every name, that in the name of Jesus every knee should bow of 
those that are in heaven, on earth and under the earth; and that 
every tongue should confess that the Lord Jesus Christ is in the 
glory of God the Father.” 

And, behold, as it was said, so it has come to pass. The name 
of Jesus was placed over the head of the crucified Saviour on 
Golgotha; Jesus Nazarenus, Rex Judeorum (Jesus of Nazareth, 
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King of the Jews), but now it shines over heaven and earth, to 
the glory of God the Son. All the angels and saints in heaven 
pronounce this glorious Name with indescribable jubilation and 
rapture. All the faithful on earth praise the Name of their great- 
est Benefactor with the most profound reverence and _ intense 
gratitude. The suffering souls in purgatory sigh with ardent long- 
ings as often as they think of this Holy Name, and their desire 
is to praise and glorify this Holy Name with all the elect in heaven. 
Who amongst us would dare to utter this Most Holy Name with 
indifference or without circumspectness? No, O Jesus, how could 
we possibly be guilty of such an offénse against Thee! With the 
most profound reverence, and ardent love, we will forevermore 
preserve Thy Glorious Name in our hearts, and give utterance to 
it with our tongues. And we will also call upon it with the most 
complete confidence. 

II.—For this reason, beloved Christians, listen to a few words 
on the wonderful power of the Name of Jesus. In the first place, 
it is the Saviour Himself who assures us of the wonderful power 
of His divine Name, for He says of those who believe in Him: 
“They shall cast out devils in My Name, they shall speak new 
tongues, they shall pick up snakes, and if they drink anything 
poisonous, it shall not harm them. They shall lay their hands 
upon the sick and heal them.” 

Of the power of His Name, Jesus says, further, that every 
prayer offered up in His Name shall be heard. “Verily, verily, I 
say unto you,” He says to His Disciples, “if you ask the Father 
anything in My Name, He will grant your request. Hitherto 
you have not asked for anything in My Name, but pray, so that 
you may receive, that your joy may be perfect.” 

Holy Scripture and the traditions of our Holy Church teach 
us the innumerable times that the Lord has kept this His promise, 
and how powerful and full of blessing is His Holy Name. 

Peter and John, in the early days of the Church, went up into 
the Temple to pray. A man who had been lame from his birth 
was sitting at the door of the Temple, which was called “the 
beautiful,’ and he begged an alms of the Apostles. Peter felt 
himself possessed of treasures which surpassed all the wealth of 
this earth, and, fortified by our Saviour’s promises, he spoke to 
the lame man: “Look at us!’ The latter did so, in the hope of 
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receiving something from them. But Peter said to him, “ I have 
neither gold nor silver, but what I have that I will give thee: In 
the Name of Jesus Christ, the Nazarene, arise and walk!” And 
the lame man jumped up and went with them into the Temple 
to praise God. 

St. Paul had arrived at Philippi, the capital of Macedonia. He 
went through the streets of the city toward a house of prayer. 
On the way he was met by a servant girl, who was possessed by 
an evil spirit. The Holy Apostle took pity upon the unfortunate 
girl, and, confiding in the Lord’s promises, said to the evil spirit: 
“I command thee, in the Name of Jesus Christ, depart out of her!” 
And the devil immediately departed out of her. 

A goblet full of poison was handed to the Apostle St. John; he 
uttered the Name of Jesus over it, and the poison did not harm 
him. 

Endowed with the power of the Holy Name, the Apostles went 
out to convert the world. Not only did they work numberless 
miracles, but, also, those who believed in their words performed 
miracles in the Name of Jesus. At the sound of this Divine Name, 
the temples of the pagans collapsed. Before it the spirits of dark- 
ness fled. Through this victorious Name the teachings of Jesus 
were disseminated over the face of the earth. In this Name the 
Church carries on her divine mission every day until the end of 
the world; in it she teaches, prays, blesses and consecrates. But, 
my dear Christians, each and every one of us can experience in 
ourselves the wonderful power and effects of this consoling Name. 
Yes, O Christian soul, if you call upon the Name of Jesus with 
devotion, you will most certainly obtain all things necessary for 
your salvation. This Most Blessed Name will give you advice 
in difficulties, courage in dangers, fortitude and strength in tempta- 
tions, perseverance in good, consolation and joy, in trouble and 
suffering. When the Apostles of the Lord were scourged at 
Jerusalem, they rejoiced that they, were accounted worthy to suf- 
fer ignominy for the Name of Jesus. 

The more devoutly we reverence and call upon the Name of 
Jesus, the more will our Saviour show a tender and perceptible 
love toward us. “My Jesus,” says St. Augustine, “so soon as 
I begin to utter Thy Name, I perceive an unearthly sweetness 
in my mouth, and an amazing change of heart.” “The Name of 
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Jesus,” says St. Bernard, “is as honey in the mouth, a sweet 
sound in the ears, and a joy to the heart.” How sweet and con- 
soling is the Name of Jesus, in all the pains and sufferings of 
this changeable life, but it is sweetest of all at the hour of death. 
With the Name of Jesus on their lips, the Saints of God breathed 
forth their souls. Jesus was their last prayer, their last sigh. 
“Lord Jesus, receive my soul!” This is how St. Stephen prayed 
when they were stoning him to death, and so he died in the Lord. 
“Jesus, my love!” sighed the holy martyr Ignatius, Bishop of 
Antioch, as they led him to his death, to be torn asunder by the 
wild beasts. When they ordered him to deny the Name of Jesus, 
he replied, quietly and firmly: “I will never cease to utter His 
Name. <And if you could prevent me from pronouncing it with 
my mouth, you could not efface it from my heart.” Confessing 
the Most Holy Name of Jesus, and whilst pronouncing the same 
most fervently, the holy Bishop died the glorious death of a 
martyr. 

Grant to us, also, O Jesus, that Thy ever-blessed Name may 
be to us as long as we live, and especially at the hour of our death, 


our consolation and our hope, and in heaven our eternal joy and 
blessedness. Amen. 


Rev. H. N., D.D. 





THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY. 


THIRD SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY. 
(Feast oF THE Hoty FaAmiIty.) 
SHORT HOMILY FOR LOW MASS. 
BY THE REV. F. HEFFNER, 0. P. 


“And behold, a leper came and adored him, saying: Lord, if Thou wilt, Thou 
canst make me clean.”—Matt. viii. 2. 


A LEARNED man in the olden times used to say: That the soul 
had its season, and that the body also had its season. And the 
leper in to-day’s Gospel knew this; for after having first worshipped 
the Saviour, as the Son of God, a duty which regarded his soul, 
he then thought of his sickly, miserable body and said: “Lord, if 
Thou wilt, Thou canst make me clean.” ‘This is right; the soul 
has preference over the body, and must be attended to first, before 


we think of the necessities of the body. This affords me an oppor- 
tunity to-day, of speaking of the preference which we must give 
to our soul, rather than to our body. 

The wise Solomon says: “By three things the earth is disturbed: 
and the fourth it cannot bear: By a slave when he reigneth (for such 
a one is overbearing, he oppresses the people and is cruel for fear 
cf losing the sovereignty) ; by a fool when he is filled with meat 
(for then he becomes overbearing and behaves badly to others) ; 
by an odious woman when she is married (for she causes quarrels 
and discord), and by a bond woman when she is heir to her mis- 
tress” (Prov. 30. 21-23). The last one, according to Solomon, is 
unbearable, for the servant become a mistress is overbearing, and 
treats her dependents with contempt and cruelty. St. Augustine 
understands by the servant, the body, and by the mistress, the soul. 
To it God has confided the dominion over the body, and the body 
must be the servant of the soul; for it is said: “But the lust thereof ; 
shall be under thee, and thou shalt have dominion over it” (Gen. 
4.7). And this is quite right; for the soul has been created to the 
image and likeness of God, and is immortal; it has been redeemed 
by the precious blood of Jesus Christ, the Son of God, and it has 
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been sanctified by the Holy Ghost and intended for Heaven, while 
the body was formed from the slime of the earth, and will return 
again to earth from whence it came. On this account the soul 
is superior to, and has dominion over, the body and its desires, and 
the relation is an unnatural one and unbearable, if the body takes 
preference over the soul, if the servant steps into her mistress’ 
place and uses her authority. How is it in your case? Do you 
give the preference in all things to the soul, and is your salvation 
your first and principal care? Or does your body take the first 
place and have dominion over your soul in such a way that all 
your thoughts and actions tend to satisfy all, even the most shame- 
ful desires of the body? 

When the Cardinal Hosius was told that the king made his life 
forfeit for his courageous defence of the Catholic faith, he said: 
“Fle who takes my present life, takes no more than my valet does, 
when he undresses me at night.” Do you value your life as lightly, 
dear Christian, and do you use every precaution for the salvation 
of your soul? Tell me, you avaricious, miserly man, who day 
after day labor in the sweat of your brow, to increase your money 
and possessions, who thereby cheat your neighobr, offend God, 
and who never come to the assistance of your poor and needy 
fellow-men? tell me, which do you prize the highest, your body 
or your soul? Which has dominion, the mistress or the servant, 
the soul or the body? O lamentable blindness of men! God created 
the soul to be the mistress of the body, and man makes it the 
servant of the body, a miserable slave of money. Tell me, you un- 
chaste man, which do you prize the highest, the body or the soul? 
Ah, your soul is in reality the poor slave of your flesh! God has 
given your soul a memory that you might think of His goodness, 
an understanding to recognize His greatness and majesty, and a 
will to love Him, and you use your memory, your understanding 
and your will to procure all the sensual pleasures for your body 
which it demands! O Christian soul! Thou who art adorned with 
the likeness of God, thou who art redeemed with the precious 
blood of Jesus, ought you not to be ashamed to be a slave to the 
animal passions of your flesh? Tell me, dear Christian, what you 
would think if you saw a prince dressed in rags, sitting upon a 
magnificent steed, with the most costly harness? Would you not 
think that the prince had lost his reason? The wise Solomon says: 
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“T have seen slaves upon horses and princes walking on the 
ground as servants” (Pred. 10. 7). Would you not be surprised, 
dear Christian, to see a prince walking behind the horse as a 
footman to his former slave? You are guilty of just such foolish- , 
ness, when you beautify and adorn your body as man does his horse 
which should be subject to the soul, whilst you let your soul go 
about in rags and covered with the dirt of sin. It is foolishness 
for you to make your soul the slave of your body, when it should 
belong to the kingdom of Christ, and is intended by God to be served 
by the body! But you do this, my dear Christians, as often as you 
commit grievous sin. Such foolishness ought to make you blush 
with shame! It is related of Semiramide, who from being a slave 
was made a queen, that when King Ninus, who was blinded by 
passionate love, told her to ask for whatever she wanted and it 
would be granted to her, she asked to reign over the kingdom for 
one day. When this privilege was granted to her she had the 
king put to death and made herself queen of the realm. This is 
what will happen to you, dear Christian, if you favor your body 
and give it dominion over your soul; at last your body will bring 
your soul to everlasting death and damnation. Dear Christians! 
Put an end to this unnatural state of things, which even the pagans 
considered a disgrace to man! Even in those days the wise Seneea 
prayed to the gods: “That they might grant him the grace to be 
interiorly beautiful!’ He prized his body very little, and desired 
only that his immortal soul should be beautiful and pleasing to the 
gods. This is the principal thing, for “what does it profit a man,” 
says the Saviour, “if he gains the whole world and suffers the loss 
of his own soul?” Of what use is it for us to be rich and have 
many earthly possessions, and honors, if we allow our bodies all 
possible pleasures, and thereby neglect the salvation of our soul, 
and are finally lost for all eternity? Let us for the future, never 
again, give our body preference over our soul, by principally, and 
in the first place caring for all the desires of our body and neglecting 
our soul! Let us for the future expend as much care upon our 
soul as we have formerly done for our body? Let us wash it and 
purify it as soon as it is stained with sin by tears of contrition and 
penance! Let us adorn it every day with Christian virtues! Let 
us strive to make it always richer in good works and merits for 
the kingdom of Heaven. And then we can give that preference to 
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the soul which it should have, according to the will of God, and 
we may then hope the Lord will one day accept it into His Heavenly 
Kingdom. Amen. 








SERMON. 
THE HOLY FAMILY. 


BELOvED in the Lord! Our Holy Father stands on a watch- 
tower and looks down upon his children with enlightened eyes. 
He is aware of the melancholy fact that family life is in a dis- 
turbed and wavering condition. For this reason he draws our 
attention toward the Holy Family at Nazareth, and calls upon 
all the faithful of the entire world to join the Society of the 
Holy Family, -which he has inaugurated. In plain words, 
we will now consider: the foundation of the family, what it is, and 
what it should be, the reason of its ruin, as well as the means of 
its restoration. May God bless my words at the intercession of 
the Mother of God and St. Joseph! 

The family is the most ancient institution which God founded 
in Paradise, when He called the first pair of human beings into 
existence. The first blessing which God gave was for the well 
being of the family. With family life the history of the world 
commences. In the course of centuries many dynasties have 
been established and mighty kingdoms founded; they lasted for 
a short while, and have disappeared. An institution, however, 
which has not been destroyed by the many revolutions of time, 
is the family; generations come and go, but family life remains. 
It outlasts everything, until, finally, the whole of humanity will 
at the end of time be divided by God into two great families; 
God’s family in heaven, and the devil’s family in hell. As it 
was the commencement, so will family life be the end of the 
world’s history. In the little word family there reposes happi- 
ness and peace for some, and likewise for the greater part of 
mankind, at the same time, however, also misery and curses, 
heaven and hell. 


The family received from God a threefold mission: The care 
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of the material life, the spiritual life and the supernatural life. 
We will to-day, in particular, consider closer the two last ques- 
tions, because by the very fact of this great duty being neglected 
the ruin of the family must follow in consequence, bringing with 
it a miserable eternity for parents and children. 

It is, of course from a natural standpoint, understood that 
when man is born into the world, he should receive all the bodily 
care possible which the state of life will allow. Protection and 
attention in health and sickness are indispensable to him. The 
benevolent, loving and inventive care of a family, how it beauti- 
fies and makes easy man’s path through life! In his old age he 
longs for this family, and he would wish to close his eyes in its 
bosom. 

But, with the material care alone, the problem of family life 
is not solved; man does not attain the goal by strength and 
height of body. He requires as a thinking being, provided by 
God with a free will, spiritual care also, instruction in that which 
is good, so that he can fulfill his mission and attain his object. 
He was created not only for this earth, but, also, for a higher 
everlasting life; he must find one day his bliss in God. For this 
reason it is, above all things, necessary that he should know the 
means that are indispensable for him to this end—and that is 
the knowledge of the commandments of God, or, in one word, 
Religion. But how is it in most families with this, the most im- 
portant thing of all? God says: Strive first after justice, and 
all things else shall be given you. How seldom is this divine 
command observed? Prayers have been forgotten, and the 
church is only known from the outside. Ought we to be aston- 
ished if the peace of God has disappeared from the hearts of 
parents and children; if the hands, instead of being clasped in 
prayer, are lifted up for acts of violence; if blasphemous curses 
are uttered? 

The foundation of many families takes place often in grievous 
sins. Therefore, I cry out to you, beloved Christians, that: Christ 
must come back again into the family! The Holy Trinity can- 
rot give its blessing to a modern marriage which is not contracted 
filled with the spirit of the Holy Family at Nazareth. People 
enter into matrimony without the necessary preparation. They 
neither take counsel with God nor the Church; they are occupied 
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with the dowry, and arranging everything as well as they possibly 
can; for the Church, the hearts of the young couple can find no 
time. So long as there is a suitable maintenance, everything 
else is of minor importance. Whether their life partner is of 
the same religion as themselves, or whether he knows anything 
at all about religion, is a matter which does not interest them. 
They receive the Sacrament of Penance and the Holy Eucharist 
unworthily, and enter the married state with a threefold sacrilege 
upon their souls. They discover only too soon in their wedded 
life that, not true love, but passion; not happiness, but, instead, 
a material and spiritual misery, has come to stay with them. Just 
look around in the homes of so many newly married couples. In 
the houses of the wealthy, what luxury; in the apartments of the 
middle class, what extravagance; even in the rooms of the poor, 
how many wants have been gratified of which our simple an- 
cestors knew nothing! But we look in vain in most families for 
any signs of Christianity. The holy water font which formerly 
was to be found in every room is hardly ever seen now-a-days. 
The pictures of Christ and His Blessed Mother have had to make 
way for worldly and indecent representations. We seek in vain 
for a crucifix. The literature corresponds with the prevailing 
spirit of the household. The Catholic press is entirely ignored; 
it is inconvenient to have the mind led to serious subjects, to be 
reminded of the transitoriness of all things earthly, and of the 
reward beyond. Ungodly novels and magazines, dulling to the 
souls, inimical to religion, and newspapers which stupify our 
moral sense, are the mental food. Do not*tell me that these are 
only exterior signs; they affect the heart. At any rate, by consider- 
ing these things, we learn to know the prevailing spirit of the 
household. Where are the morning and night prayers, which 
formerly were said in common by every family? Or, where this 
is not possible, do the children ever see their parents kneel down 
to say their prayers? How do they keep Sundays and Holy days? 

To all this I hear the simple answer: We have not time for all 
this, but the good will is not wanting. In reply to this I must 
draw attention to the crowded liquor saloons, theaters, and places 
of amusement; it does not look as if people had neither time nor 
money. 

O dear Christians! You enter the married state without God, 
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and you desire to remain in that state without Him. What is the 
result? These days of pleasure are followed too soon by days 
which are for the married couple hell upon earth. Those who will 
be married at any cost, will find themselves fearfully disappointed 
in the end. Those who seek money and pleasures by marrying, 
will very soon find out that though the money lasts, their hearts do 
not agree. Those who are dazzled by exterior perfections, will 
by daily intercourse discover so many faults and weaknesses in their 
ideal, that all the perfections combined will be thrust into the back- 
ground. In a word: those who enter the married state without 
God, will very soon find God’s curse upon them, and they will con- 
sider themselves mutually deceived. As a matter of fact they have 
both been deceived by their passions. 

And what is the consequence? Complaints, contradictions, cold- 
ness, indifference, perhaps curses and maledictions, from the same 
lips which formerly only spoke of love, this is their daily bread, 
and the bitter tears of repentance and sorrow which fall on the 
ruins of their conjugal happiness, is their daily portion. We are 
moved to compassion for these unfortunate creatures, who gave 
their all to the false, deceitful world, and had nothing left for God. 
We should, however, do them an injustice if we held them alone 
accountable for the origin of these lamentable conditions. The 
parents are accessory to their children’s misery; they did not set 
them a good example, or bring them up for God. They seldom or 
ever discussed religious subjects with their children, but on the 
contrary excited in them a worldly spirit, helped them in their 
pursuit of pleasure, told them that wealth affords a life of ease, 
but that poverty brings unhappiness. They perceive, when too 
late, what a grievous mistake they have made. They looked for- 
ward to gratitude in their old age, but find only ingratitude; indeed, 
they live too long for their children. What a shame it is, 
when children become engaged, and the parents do not even know 
whether the prospective son or daughter-in-law is a Catholic or not. 
Fathers and mothers, if you wish to be contented and happy, and see 
your children happy, Christ must come back into your family 
again ! 

The reason why our times are so irreligious is on account of the 
unchristian families. Where the wrong was, there must be the 
remedy. All the authority of Church and state is useless if the 
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family does not co-operate. Children are often great philosophers, 
they ask innumerable questions and seek for information. How sad 
it is when they are neglected spiritually, when they become ungodly, 
for want of their parents’ good example and a religious training. 

What must be done to preserve the Christian family from ruin 
and to raise up the ungodly, and therefore the unhappy family 
life? 

If we wish to see any improvement in the state community or 
family the family must in common with the Church educate the 
children in Christianity. It is true that the hope of a better future 
is founded on a good obedient youth. The home, therefore, must 
be in accord with the Church, that all harmful influences must be 
withheld -from the souls of the children. Where there is true 
piety in the household, purity of morals reigns supreme, and every 
agreeable virtue finds a home therein. I turn to you, dear parents, 
and implore you: To imitate the Holy Family of Nazareth! 

Christian fathers and mothers, if you wish to have pious, good 
children, you must first of all yourselves be God-fearing and lead 
good lives. As the tree, so will the fruit be, says an old proverb, 
and the divine word verifies this. A good tree brings forth good 
fruit, a bad tree fruit like itself. We know that now and then, 
even in good Christian families, there are to be found degenerate 
sons or daughters, but the rule is as our Saviour says in the above 
words. 

What are the means to renew the family life in the spirit of 
Christ and the Church? I answer: Keep the commandments of 
God, and follow the infallible teaching which God has placed in 
that haven of salvation, the Holy Catholic Church, so that you 
may walk in the right path which leads to the inheritance of the 
Saints. If you wish, Christian married people, to imitate St. 
Joseph and the Blessed Mother of God, you must sanctify your- 
selves; you must practice the virtues which shine out to us from 
the life of this most holy couple. Matrimony is a great sacrament, 
as St. Paul says, but only in Christ and His Holy Church. Hus- 
bands, love your wives, as Christ loves His Church; wives, be 
subject to your husbands, in love and obedience, and care for one 
another; bear with patience your imperfections—it is not always 
possible to overcome them of our own strength. Do not forget 
daily prayer, keep holy the Sundays and Holy days, and receive 
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frequently, being well prepared, the Sacraments. Show by your 
course of life, by your example, that you are thoroughly pene- 
trated with Christianity and that you make a practical use of it 
daily. When it is possible, say in common the morning and night 
prayers, and grace before and after meals. Tell the children about 
God and His saints. During the holy time of Lent, speak to them 
of their suffering Saviour, during Paschal time of His glorious 
resurrection, during Christmas time of His birth. You will see 
what a profound impression it will make on the minds of your 
children. 

O what a happiness to grow up in the bosom of a truly Christian 
family! It requires care, a great deal of care conscientiously to 
fulfill the obligations of a father or mother. The parents are a mir- 
ror to their children; and the children constantly look into this 
mirror. Be careful therefore that only the good, and what is worthy 
of imitation is perceptible in you and graven upon your hearts. 
What a consolation it is for you if you can say: I am the father, 
the mother of a pious child, pleasing to God and man. Watch par- 
ticularly over your children when they have grown up. Do not 
allow them to associate with irreligious persons. Be sure to employ 
Christian servants, for many a child has been eternally lost, on ac- 
count of bad servants. How many hearts have been poisoned in 
their youths by obscene writings. Do not permit anything of the 
kind to be brought into your house. Bring up your children simply, 
withhold all luxury from them, discourage a too great desire of 
pleasures, and let them learn only that which is good, useful, and 
practical. See to it, that in their childhood, as well as when they are 
older, they frequent the Sacraments regularly. — 

Christ must come back into the family! 

Christ must remain in the family! 

Let this be your motto. Then, with the help of God, a devout, 
chaste generation will spring up to the joy of the parents and of the 
church. When the time comes for your children to make their 
choice for life, the divine blessing will descend upon them, and with 
unpolluted hearts they can join hands for life. Such good, well 
brought up children, will at last be the support and consolation of 
your old age. 

Christian husband! imitate St. Joseph by beginning your day’s 
work with God, and ending it for Him. Cherish those belonging 
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te you as the holy foster father did Jesus, and be their faithful pro- 
tector. Christian wife! follow in the footsteps of the ideal of all 
womanhood, the Blessed Mother of God; in joy and sorrow she 
will be your advocate at the throne of her Son. And you, dear chil- 
dren, be as pious as the twelve-year-old Jesus, and like Him be sub- 
ject and obedient to your parents, as the Saviour was to His parents 
for thirty long years. Help your parents in their labors as the Re- 
deemer helped his foster father. 

We will all make our hearts like unto the Heart of Jesus. 

Let us often say the ejaculatory prayer: “Jesus! Mary! 
Jcseph! enlighten us, help us, save us!” 

Christ must come back into the family! Then God will make you 
partakers, of His blessing, then will true happiness reign amongst 
you! (Let us say to-day and every day the act of consecration to the 
Holy Family. With this we will conclude our instruction to-day.) I 
will pray for you that God may bless my words, at the intercession 
of St. Joseph and the Blessed Mother of God. Amen! 

Rev. A. M., O.S.F. 
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Sunday School Lessons for the Catechist. 


ELEMENTARY INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE LITTLE ONES. 
GOD. 


X. 
MorNING PRAYERS. 


My dear children! when your parents send you to an aunt or 
other relative to ask for something, they tell you beforehand how 
you must address them, else you might behave yourselves very awk- 
wardly. Therefore, I will teach you now how you must speak 
to God when you ask Him for anything, or when you thank Him. 

You know that everybody must pray in the morning, as soon as 
he awakes from sleep. Why must we pray, then? Children! when 
you are asleep at night you know nothing about yourselves; your 
parents are asleep, too, and most of the time there is no one awake 
in the whole house, How often has it happened that grown people 
and even children, have been killed during the night by wicked men, 
or have suffered some other kind of injury? Do you know who 
never sleeps whilst you are sleeping, but watches over you? Yes, 
God watches over you, that nothing bad may happen to you during 
your sleep, and you should think about Him as soon as you awaken 
from sleep, and then pray: 


O God! for watching over me 
This night, my heart is blessing Thee. 


God has watched over you as a Father during the night. He has 
strengthened you by a refreshing sleep, and protected you from all 
harm; now, therefore, you must do something to please God. You 
must praise God, glorify Him and thank Him and then you pray to 
God: 


With grateful heart, I’m praising Thee 
For all that Thou hast done for me. 
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Now, my dear children, when you have praised and given glory 
to God, because He has watched over you so paternally during the 
night, when you have thanked Him for your sound sleep, your 
morning prayer is not yet finished. God has permitted you to live 
to another day, in which you will again want so many things, which 
God alone can give you. You must behave like good children do 
when they want their father or mother to give them something ; and 
what do good children do when they expect something from their 
parents? They ask for it. You must ask God for everything that 
you want from Him during the day. As something bad may happen 
to us in the night, this can happen also by day. Or did you never 
hear of a man losing his life, breaking an arm or a leg, or what is 
far worse, being wicked, and offending God. Dear children, who 
alone can protect us from all misfortune? So that God may protect 
you during the day from sin, death, and every ill, you must beg of 
Him with all your heart, and pray also: 


Preserve me also on this day 
From sin, and death, and harm, I pray. 


There are some people who work all day, and who give them- 
selves a great deal of trouble, and yet they never seem to have done 
anything ; they are not fortunate or blessed. There is a great deal of 
truth in this saying: 


God’s blessing you need, 
If you want to succeed. 


And so it is. Man may take ever so much trouble; if God does 
not will it, if He does not give it His blessing, no trouble is of any 
use. We cannot even have a good thought without God’s blessing, 
much less a good action. And we must pray to our Father in 
heaven for this blessing, that He may bless all that we think in our 
hearts, all that we say with our mouths, and all the actions that we 
perform. Now, learn how you must beg for this! You pray quite 
simply : 

And what I think, and do, and say, 
May have Thy blessing, Lord, I pray. 


Yes, dear children, if you pray in this manner, with devotion to 
God, He will surely bless you, and you will be convinced that in all 
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the good which you will do during the day you will take great pleas- 
ure, and that everything will be right with you. 

When you were hardly a year old, dear children, you could not 
walk alone, you had to be carried and lifted; you could not even 
eat alone, your food had to be put into your mouth. If no one had 
been there to feed and take care of you, you would not have arrived 
at the age you now are, you would have perished miserably. But 
God has provided for you, He gave you your parents, who.received 
you lovingly and fed you, and with the greatest trouble and care 
have raised you up to this age. O how many accidents might have 
happened to you during this time, if your parents had not watched 
over you and protected you. How often would you have hurt 
yourself with a knife, if your father had not called out: “Put the 
knife away, my child, you might cut yourself with it.” How often 
would you have fallen into the water, if your mother had not 
warned you and cried out: “Keep away from the water, or else you 
will fall in and be drowned.” And there are thousands of accidents 
which might have befallen you, if your parents had not been there 
to protect you. Parents, dear children, no matter how much they 
would like to, cannot always be with you and protect you from all 
dangers; for this reason God has ordained someone else to protect 
you from all dangers of body and soul, and this is your guardian 
angel. O rejoice and thank God, dear children, who has given to 
each one of you, even to the smallest child, a guardian angel, who, 
although you cannot see, is with you invisibly and protects you 
from all danger. Whom has God given you fora companion? You 
must call upon these holy guardian angels to protect you from all 
dangers. Perhaps your mothers have taught you already that little 
prayer to the guardian angel. It is: 

O guardian Angel mine 
Protect me in this life, 


*Till heaven shall be mine, 
Help me in every strife. 


Especially in your morning prayers you must not forget your holy 
guardian angel, but you must call upon him and beg him to protect 
you during the day. 

Your guardian angel will certainly do this, and if you are good 
he will be much pleased with you. Do you wish to give this pleasure 
to your holy guardian angel? Angels, my dear children, have ap- 
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peared to men sometimes in the form of a beautiful youth, and have 
helped them in many a trouble, and protected them from danger. 
You have doubtless seen pictures of the holy guardian angels? Now 
I will tell you a little story about a holy angel who appéared to 
one man and saved him from a great danger: 

The young Tobias had to make a journey into a distant country. 
God sent the angel Raphael to him in the form of a youth to ac- 
company him, and protect him from harm. As they came to the 
river Tigris, Tobias went into the water to wash his feet. All at 
once a monstrous fish rose up out of the water to devour him. 
Tobias screamed with fright and called out aloud: “O Lord! he 
has seized hold of me.” But the angel said: “Seize him by the fins 
and draw him out.” Tobias did so, and drew the fish on land, where 
it struggled at his feet and could not harm Tobias any more. 

“You see the angel saved young Tobias from a great danger. O 
my dear children, you would certainly have lost your lives in many 
dangers had it not been for your holy guardian angels. You must, 
therefore, love them very much, call upon them frequently for pro- 
tection and help, and obey them. So that you may remember this, 
learn the following little verse: 


Obey thy guardian angel with love 
Whene’er he moves thy heart, 

And he will take thee to heaven above 
When from this life thou must depart. 

When children are sick, or want something, they generally take 
refuge with mother, because they know that mother loves them 
and will help them, if it is possible. O my dear children, I will tell 
you something most joyful which, perhaps, some of you do not know 
yet, namely: that we have a Mother in heaven, who loves us dearly 
and who helps us in all our necessities. This Mother of ours in 
heaven is called Mary, and she is the Mother of the Son of God. 
You have all asked her intercession before, because you all know 
the prayer: Hail Mary, full of grace, and so on. You must not 
forget Mary, the Mother of God, in your morning prayer, for she 
loves you all tenderly and begs God to hear our prayer. You should 
say too: 

O Mary, Jesus’ mother, 
Pray to thy Son for me, 
May He be praised with fervor 
For all eternity. 
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Why we call upon the Mother of God is, dear children, that she 
should pray to God for us, to Jesus her divine Son, that God may hear 
us. I will make this plainer to you, in the following little story: 

Little Marguerite saw that some of the school children had re- 
ceived from their parents the nicest little prayer-book. She wished 
for nothing so much as to have one like them, but she did not like 
to ask her father to buy her one; for she had been disobedient to her 
father and she had displeased him. So she went to her mother, and 
begged her to ask the father if he would buy her a little book like 
the other children’s, and she said: “I will surely not displease him 
any more, but will be very good and obedient.’ After she had 
told her mother how sorry she was, and with tears in her eyes had 
promised to improve, her mother took her to her father, saying: 
“Dear father, Marguerite is very sorry for her fault, and earnestly 
wishes to reform; please forgive her this time and buy her the little 
prayer-book which she so much wishes to have.” The father an- 
swered: “You were a naughty, disobedient child, and deserved 
punishment instead of reward, but because you are sorry for your 
faults and will do better for the future, and particularly because 
your mother has interceded for you, I will not punish you, but buy 
you the little book.” Marguerite did really improve, and she took 
much pleasure in the little book, and prayed in it devoutly in church, 
like a little angel at the throne of God. 

Children, would Marguerite have received this little book if her 
mother had not spoken for her? So it is with us, when we are so 
often disobedient and displease God, we do not deserve that God 
should hear our prayers, but instead we deserve that He should 
punish us; we should, therefore, when we are so unfortunate as to 
offend God, be sorry for our fault, and take refuge with the Mother 
of God, and when she prays to God for us, God will certainly hear 
us, if it is useful and best for us. Pray, therefore, dear children, 
every morning devoutly to God, ask the holy guardian angel, and 
especially Mary, the Mother of God, to intercede for you, and you 
will surely be protected all through the day from all harm, and be 
very good obedient children, in whom God and everyone is well 
pleased. Now for your morning prayers, you must say Our Father, 
Hail Mary, and the creed, which I am sure you all know, do you not? 


(This morning prayer must be repeated to the children before school, 
until they have it impressed upon their memories). 
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XI. 


NIGHT PRAYERS. 



























My dear children! You have all seen a lamb, have you not? 
Lambs are very nice, harmless little animals. I am very fond of 
them, and I am sure you all like them very much, too. I once 
noticed something about one of these little animals which pleased 
me greatly, and I will now tell you about it. I once passed a 
meadow, in which a flock of sheep was grazing. Several lambs 
which were amongst them were frisking about, and after they had 
jumped abot enough, they lay down to rest in the grass. Now, 
what I liked to see was that, before they lay down, they bent first 
the one ftont leg and then the other, and after they had knelt for 
a moment, they then lay down on the grass to rest. 

These lambs knew nothing about God, but I thought to myself 
how these irrational animals would put to shame many men who 
know something about God, who receive so many benefits from 
Him, but who lie down to rest without thinking of God or without | 
thanking Him, without having beforehand knelt down to pray. | 
Never be so ungrateful, dear children, toward the good God; do j 
| not let an irrational lamb put you to shame, but every evening, be- 
! fore you lay down to sleep, pray first to God, thank Him for all His 
goodness, which you have received from Him during the day, and 
then lie down to rest. Dear children, you have heard that we must 
lift up our hands, and kneel down; but that is not enough, we must 
also lift up our hearts to God. Which of you can tell me what it | 
means to lift up our heart to God? O children, you can do this | 
ina moment. You have only to think of God. Our thoughts come | 
from our hearts; when, therefore, you think only of God when you 
are praying, then you are lifting up your heart to God. How do | 
we lift up our hands to God? ~ How do we lift up our hearts to God? 
Remember, then, that when you pray, your hands and your heart 
must be lifted up to God, as the little verse says: 















Lift up thy hands and heart 
When praying, heavenward. 


And when at night you lift up your little hands and your heart to 
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God, your loving Father in Heaven, you must repeat this verse, with 
great devotion : 


When I lay me down to rest, 

I pray to God with zeal and zest, 
Thank Him for all He’s given me, 
And through the day protecting me. 


The first thing we must do when we say our night prayers is 
to thank God from our hearts for everything which we have re- 
ceived during the day. 

Something may happen to us, dear children, as it viene 
happened to a little child I am going to tell you about. 

Little Agnes’ mother had to go to market, so she said to Agnes: 
“Now, be a good girl and stay at home; be sure not to get into any 
mischief, and I will bring you something real nice from the market.” 
Agnes was so delighted at this, that, as soon as her mother left the 
house, she began to jump upon the table and the chairs. Unin- 
tentionally she knocked against a pitcher which fell to the floor, and 
was broken to pieces. This scared Agnes very much, and she cried 
out, with tears in her eyes: “Oh my, what will Mother say when 
she comes home; instead of giving me something nice, she will give 
me a whipping.” Whilst she was crying, the cat jumped up on the 
chair. As quick as lightning the idea came to her, “you can say 
that the cat did it.” But an interior voice said “For shame! that 
would be a lie, and you would offend God by saying so.” 
“No,” thought Agnes, “I would rather tell the truth to Mother, and 
ask her to forgive me.” And she did this. Her mother scolded her 
for her thoughtlessness, but did not whip her, because she had ac- 
knowledged her fault so openly, and was sorry for it. 

Ah, dear children! what befell little Agnes happens every day to 
one child or another. From carelessness, but sometimes even out 
cf malice, which is still worse, you do something during the day 
displeasing to God, which offends Him. Such children are greatly 
to be pitied. But what is the best thing for them to do, when they 
have done anything wrong? Should they lie down to sleep without 
thinking any more of their fault?—Whom have they offended ?—Of 
whom, then, must they ask forgiveness? When, my dear children, 
you are so unfortunate as to offend God, you must be very sorry 
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for this, and ask His forgiveness when you say your night prayers, 
and then, when you think of your fault say: 
























If I this day offended Thee, 
I pray, O Lord, forgive it me. 





As you asked your guardian angel when you said your morning 
prayers to protect you, you must do the same when you say your 
night prayers, and then you can lie down in peace, because you know 
that whilst you are sleeping your holy angel guardian watches over 
you. Then say this little verse: 









I now can lay me down to rest 
While angels watch at Thy behest. 





To whom did I tell you to pray to in a special manner at your 
morning prayers, if you wanted to obtain something from God? 
Yes, dear children, the Mother of God, for she is your Mother, also, 
and she loves you all tenderly. Recommend yourselves to her 
motherly protection every night, and ask, with childlike confidence: 






O Mary, beloved Mother mine, 
Take care of me, I’m wholly thine. 













Children! look at this crucifix! See the wounds in the hands, 
in the feet, and in the side. This image represents to us Jesus 
Christ, the Son of God, our Redeemer, who died for us upon the 
cross. Later on I shall have many things to tell you about Jesus 
Christ. To-day I only want to exhort you to recommend yourselves 
every night to His five Sacred Wounds and to say: 


O Cross of Jesus, come and protect me, 
From all the evils come and guard me, 
In all thy wounds let me take part 

Then I can sleep with a happy heart. Amen. 


















And then you should say one Our Father and the Creed, make 
the sign of the Cross, and, taking some holy water, lie down, quietly 
to sleep. My dear children! will you say your prayers well, and 
never forget your morning and night prayers? O be sure to keep 
this promise, and begin now in your youth to be good, pious children, 
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for if you were now to be lukewarm and lazy in saying your prayers, 
it is quite possible you might remain like this for the rest of your 
lives. 


XII. 
THE ANGELUS, AND GRACE BEFORE AND AFTER MEALS. 


Every morning, as soon as day dawns, at twelve o’clock noon, and 
late in the evening, there is heard in every part of the world where 
Catholic Christians live a sound of the bell, whereby we are re- 
minded to say certain prayers. You have often heard this sound 
of the bell, dear children, and very likely you have said this prayer 
with your parents; who can tell me what this prayer is called ?— 
Yes, it is called the Angelus, because the Angel Gabriel used these 
same words when he saluted the Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of 
God. Now, dear children! I will first teach you how to say the 
angelus, and later on I will explain to you the beautiful meaning of 
this prayer. 

When, therefore, you hear the bell ring for this prayer, you must 
make the sign of the cross, wherever you may be, and pray: The 
angel of the Lord declared unto Mary; and she conceived of the 
Holy Ghost; Hail Mary, and soon. After this we repeat the words 
which Mary spoke to the Angel, and pray: 

Behold the handmaid of the Lord; be it done unto me according 
to Thy word. Hail Mary, and so on. And then at the end we 
pray: And the Word was made Flesh: and dwelt among us. Hail 
Mary, etc. 

Devout Christians here add an Our Father for the poor souls in 
Purgatory, that God may release them from their sufferings, and 
take them to Heaven, and then they conclude with these words: 
Eternal rest give unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine 
ufon them. May they rest in peace. Amen. 

Unfortunately, dear children, there are Christians, and even 
grown-up people, too, who are so lukewarm and lazy about their 
ptayers, that when they hear the sound of the bell, they do not say 
the Angelus. They are even ashamed, if they are out, to raise their 
hat and pray. Are these people good, devout Christians? 
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Prayer, my dear children, is something which is very pleasing to 
God; we must, then, never be ashamed to pray, but we ought to be 
ashamed to be so ungrateful as not to say our prayers. No matter 
where you may be, then—at home, or in the street playing or work- 
ing—when the bell rings, then say the Angelus devoutly. Will you 
promise me this? 

It is customary in many countries to give a reward at the end of 
the school term to those children who have been good. A father said 
one day to his two little boys: “Children, I am going to send you 
to school now; if at the end of the year you bring home a prize, I 
shall give you something which will give you great pleasure. But 
if you are not diligent you will not get a prize; so do not forget: 








“No work 


No reward.” 


Peter, who was the older of the two brothers, had already learned 
a good deal at home, and so he thought, because he knew more than 
his younger brother, that he would not have to be so diligent—he 
would get a prize anyhow. But by degrees he became very lazy 
with his studies. Anthony, the younger brother, reminded him fre- 
quently of what their father had said, but Peter thought that he was 
sure of his reward. 

Anthony, on the contrary, was very diligent and an attentive and 
obedient pupil, and at the end of the year he really obtained the first 
prize. His father was much pleased, indeed, at this and bought sev- 
eral useful presents for the diligent boy, which pleased Anthony 
very much. But he said to lazy Peter, who stood by, ashamed: 
“You did not mind the first advice that I gave you, but never again 

. forget that without work, there is no reward. You have now found 
out how true this is, for you not only have received no prize, you will 
also be punished as your laziness deserves.” The father then gave 
him a severe punishment, which made him more diligent in the 
future. 

My dear children! as it happened to these two boys at the end of 
the school year, so will it happen to us at the end of our lives. God 
will give a glorious reward to all those who have been diligent and 
good—the reward of heaven. But the wicked, lazy ones will be terri- 
bly punished by God. He will cast them into hell. How will it 
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be with you, my dear children? Those who wish to receive heaven 
for a prize must use care and diligence all through their lives, and 
behave like good, industrious people. 

Now, children, which of you can remember the story of little 
Louise, which I told you about last week? She told her mother that 
food and drink and everything was given to us by God. And do 
you remember what her mother told her, when she began her din- 
ner? Yes, we must all say our grace before meals, and as we must 
pray before our meals, we must also thank God after our meals for 
the food that He has given us. I will teach you a short prayer, to 
be said before and after meals. Now pay attention, that you may be 
able to remember it, and never forget to say it. 


GRACE BEFORE MEALS. 


O Lord, who gives us everything, 
We'll every day Thy praises sing, 
Thou giv’st us food, in Thy great love 
And send’st Thy blessing from above. 
Our Father, etc. Hail, Mary, etc.. 


GRACE AFTER MEALS. 


We thank Thee, Lord, for food and drink, 
. Of Thy great love we'll always think; 
Thou gav’st, and Thou wilt always give. 
Our love is Thine, long as we live. 
Our Father, etc. Hail, Mary, etc. 


[As these instructions are for. small children, the Prayer, “Pour forth, we 
beseech thee, thy grace,” etc., is omitted.] 


XIII. 


Gop Sees ALL Tu1ncs; He Hears Att THincs; HE Knows Ati 
THINGS. 


We have just, my dear children, said what is generally called 
the Lord’s Prayer, or the Our Father; what did you do with your 
hands during the prayer? Did your parents and brothers and sisters 
at home see how you lifted up your hands to Heaven? Did not the 
pupils in the next room see it? O no, they cannot see through the 
wall. I know Someone, though, who did see you, who in fact 
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sees all things—who is this?—Yes, that is God. For God sees all 
things. Observe this, above all things, about God: That He sees 
all things. Who created our eyes, with which we see so well? My 
dear children, would it be possible that God, who has created the 
eye to see with, could not see, too? Who could believe this! Never 
forget, then, all your life long, that God sees all things. What 
have I said about God? 

Where do the people go on Sundays and Holy days when they 
worship God together, hear the sermon, and assist at the Holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass? You have of course all been to church; does 
God see us there, also?p—Yes, indeed; therefore, you must never 
talk, nor laugh, nor look around in church—who would see you? 
Name a-place where God sees all things? The Church. Where 
are we now—in church, too? Jn school. Who sees you also, in 
school? Behave, then, well in school, for God sees you there, and 
He is only pleased with attentive, good children. When school 
is over, you are allowed to go out. Where do you go then? Who 
sees you at home, too? When, therefore, you are at home, you 
should be very obedient to your parents. When they give you 
something to do, do not say: “I don’t want to;” for where does God 
see you besides in church and in school? At home. The way 
home leads you through different streets and avenues. That part 
where the children play the most is called the sidewalk. We have 
often noticed that the children are rough one toward the other; 
they fight, and throw stones, and behave badly in many ways. This 
ought not to happen again, children, for where else does God see 
you? On the sidewalk. Now we have mentioned four places where 
God sees all things; which of you can name them to me? 

Early to-day before the sun rose, it was night; what is it now?— 
And when the sun sets again, what will it be then?—At night, dear 
children, we can see very little, or hardly at all; is it not the same 
with God? It will surprise you to learn that God sees as well by 
night as He does by day. When does God still see us? By day 
and night. 

There are many other places and times where God sees us, my 
dear children. It is unnecessary to enumerate them all, so you 
need only answer when you are asked where does God see us: 
everywhere. [Repetition.] 

A prominent family arrived one evening in a village on their 
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travels. As the next day was Sunday the journey was not con- 
tinued, but the family went to church with their children and serv- 
ants. After the service, they looked at the school and the village. 
When they returned to the inn, Max, the eldest boy, stood at the 
door of the room, and cried out, in astonishment: “This is the 
fourth eye that I have seen painted here. Over the altar in church 
there is an eye, beautifully painted on glass; over the entrance to 
the school there is another one; in the street I noticed one on the 
highest gable of a house, and now I see one here, painted over the 
door of the room. These country people must have strange ideas; 
I would rather paint a whole face, or the entire figure of a man.” 

The father, so as to correct his son’s ignorance, called the land- 
lord’s little daughter to him, and asked her: “My good child, can you 
tell this boy the meaning of this eye?” 

The little girl answered, shyly: “That represents the eye of God. 
It is to be found painted in the church, in the school, in the houses, 
on the street, and in other places. Wherever we see it we should 
remember that God sees all things. The pastor has taught us a 
pretty little verse about it, so that we may not forget it: 


“*Where’er you go, whate’er you do, 
Remember ever, God sees you.’” 


“Now, Max,” said the father to his son, “do you still find any- 
thing to blame about this eye, now that you have heard what a beau- 
tiful meaning there is attached to it?” 

Max turned red, and was silent, and for the future was more care- 
ful of judging hastily. 

Children, look at me, and keep very quiet!*—Who of you can 
tell me what I was thinking of in my heart? What, none of you 
know? Who knows the thoughts of our hearts? Our thoughts 
are in our hearts; can Ssod see them? God can look into our hearts. 
When we think in our hearts are our thoughts known to men? 
Who does know them? Why? As you cannot see into my heart, 
you could not tell me just now what I was thinking about. I was 
thinking if these children never have any bad thoughts in their 
lives, they will always be innocent and unspotted from every sin. 
Now, do you know what I thought? How did you find it out? 





* Be silent for a few moments. 








240 SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSONS. 


Must we tell God first, also? How, then, Coes God know it? Yes, 
God can see into the hearts of men, and He knows what they think; 
the following little story is a proof of this: 

The first human beings, Adam and Eve, had two sons. The older 
was called Cain; the younger Abel. Cain, who was the stronger, 
worked in the fields. Abel, who was not so robust, was a shepherd. 
God blessed Cain’s farming, and Abel’s sheep-tending. Then Cain 
offered a sacrifice to God of the fruits of the earth. Abel sacrificed 
to God the first young lamb of his flock. 

God was pleased with Abel’s sacrifice. But He took no notice of 
Cain and his sacrifice. Why was this? They both offered sacri- 
fices. Each one gave what he had. But God does not only look 
at the exterior. He regards principally the interior—the heart. 
When Abel offered his sacrifice, his heart was full of gratitude and 
love toward God. Cain’s devotion was only on the outside; in his 
heart there were no pious, grateful thoughts. Now, exterior devo- 
tion alone is hypocrisy, and this is abominable in the sight of God. 

Why was God pleased with Abel’s sacrifice? Why did He take no 
notice of Cain’s? How does God know what we think? What kind 
of thoughts, then, should we always have? Why? My dear chil- 
dren, be very careful not to be hypocrites; that is, men who speak 
and act differently from what they think in their heart. We can 
easily deceive men, but not God, who sees all things. If you look 
into a clear lake, you can see the fish swimming about, can you not? 
In the same way God can see the thoughts in our hearts; never, then, 
think of anything wicked, because God sees it; He can look into our 
hearts. 

Tell me: Have you heard everything which I have said to-day 
about God? With what did you hear it? Who created the ear of 
man, which is so finely arranged that we can hear with it? Does 
God hear all that we say? Yes, indeed, dear children! Could He 
who made the ear not be able to hear? Who could believe such a 
thing! And this, children, is the second thing which you have to 
observe about God to-day: That He hears all things. How fool- 
ish, then, are those men who speak of bad things amongst them- 
selves, and then imagine that no one has heard them. Who hears 
everything that we say? Dear children, you would not dare to use 
bad, shameful words, if you knew that I, or your parents heard you. 
Never forget God in all your conversations. He hears everything, 
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and how could you speak of bad, wicked, dreadful things, knowing 
that God heard you. 

Who can tell me at this moment what the President is doing? 
You do not know? Neither do I know, dear children. Who does 
know, however? Yes, God knows; He knows everything that we 
do; and this is the third thing which we must observe about God: 
That He knows all things. And if I ask you: What? does God 
know everything? You must answer: “He knows what we think, 
what we say, and what we do.” What, then, have I told you to- 
day about God? Name some places where God can see us. And 
how does God know all things? My dear children! I beg of you 
never to forget for a moment in the course of your lives that God 
sees you everywhere, that He hears and knows all things. Think 
cf this particularly when anything bad happens to you, or when 
wicked men try to teach you wrong, or lead you into temptation. 
God sees me. This thought arouses in us a wholesome fear of doing 
wrong. He who always thinks of God and fears to offend Him by 
sinning, he is a God-fearing man. But he who forgets God, and 
never thinks of Him, that man is ungodly. What kind of children 
do you wish to be, ungodly or God-fearing? Who is it that you 
must never forget, and who should be ever present to you? Yes, 
dear children, always think of God, never offend Him by sin, and 
then God will look down upon you with pleasure, and He will pre- 
serve you from all harm. That the thought “God sees me,” par- 
ticularly when you are tempted to do wrong, will preserve you from 
sin, the following little story will make plain to you: 

A boy once called at a house to fetch one of his schoolmates. 
When he entered the room there was no one there, but he saw a 
basket of apples near the window. “What lovely apples!” he 
thought to himself; he went a little nearer and looked at them with 
longing eyes; he actually put his hand in the basket to take one— 
“But—no!” he said, “that would be wrong; I must not do so. Even 
if nobody sees me, God sees me; for He sees all things, hears all 
things, and knows all things.” He turned away from the basket of 
apples, and was leaving the room. “Stay a moment!” someone cried 
out in the room. How the boy was startled! He was still more 
scared, as he saw an old man come toward him from behind the 
closet door. “Don’t be afraid,” said the man to the boy; “you are a 
good child! Because you remembered that God sees you, you may 
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take as many apples as you want; fill your pockets, too, and remem- 
ber these lines all your life long: 


“Where I am, and what I do 
Is known to God, my Father, too.’” 


This little verse, dear children, you have very likely heard before ; 
perhaps some of you know it; keep it well in mind, and think of the 
words so short and beautiful. ‘Where I am—in church, in school, 
at home, on the sidewalk, by day and night, in fact, everywhere; 
and what I do—I may think, I may speak, I may act—God Almighty 
sees me; He who only loves that which is good, and detests that 
which is wicked, my Father—the best of Fathers, who has already 
given me so many good things, and will give me more—He sees me. 
How can I offend Him and do wrong?” You will love God, dear 
children, will you not, and never forget Him, or offend Him by 
sinning; will you promise me this?—WhHio heard your promise? 
Mind, then, that you keep it. By so doing you will give the greatest 
pleasure to God! 
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QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. 
LESSON X. 
34. Say the Morning Prayer. 


O God! for watching over me 

This night, my heart is blessing Thee. 
With grateful heart, I’m praising Thee, 
For all that Thou hast done for me. 


Preserve me, also, on this day 

From sin, and death, and harm, I pray. 
And what I think, and do, and say, 

May have Thy blessing, Lord, I pray. 


O Guardian Angel mine, 
Protect me in this life; 

Till heaven shall be mine, 
Help me in every strife. 


O Mary, Jesus’ Mother, 

Pray to thy Son for me; 

May He be praised with fervor 
For all eternity. Amen. 


LESSON XI. 
35. How should we pray to God at night? 


When I lay me down to rest, 

I pray to God with zeal and zest; . 
Thank Him for all He’s given me, 
And through the day protecting me. 


If I this day offended Thee 

I pray, O Lord, forgive it me. 

I then can lay me down to rest 
While Angels watch at thy behest. 


O Mary, beloved Mother mine, 
Take care of me, I’m wholly thine. 


O Cross of Jesus, come and protect me; 
From all the evils come and guard me, 

In all Thy wounds let me take part 

Then I can sleep with a happy heart. Amen. 


LESSON XII. 
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36. How do you pray when you hear the Angelus bell ring? The angel of 
the Lord declared until Mary, and she conceived of the Holy Ghost. Hail 


Mary, ete. 


How does this prayer continue? Mary said: “Behold the handmaid 


of the Lord; be it done unto me according to Thy word.” 


Hail Mary, etc. 
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38. How is the third part of this prayer? And the Word was made Flesh, 
and dwelt among us. Hail Mary, etc. 

39. Devout Christians here add an Our Father for the poor souls in Purga- 
tory; how do they conclude this prayer? By saying: “Eternal rest give unto 
them, O Lord, and let perpetual light shine upon them; may they rest in peace. 


Amen.” 
LESSON XIII. 


40. Does God, then, hear us when we pray; what can you tell me about 
— That He sees all things, that He hears all things, that He knows all 
things. 

41. Name some places where God sees us. In church, in school, at home, 
on the sidewalk, by day and night, and everywhere. 

42. What else can God see? He can see even into our hearts. 

43. What does God know about everything? He knows what we think, 
what we say, and what we do. 

44. Is it not all the same to God whether we do good or evil; what can 
you tell me-on this subject about God? That He loves that which is good, 
and that He hates and detests that which is wicked. 
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